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Barack Obama has electrified 
voters and touched America’s 
race wound 


They are still not passing, comrade. 
Salud, The Searchlight team 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


Search our archive for information on 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 
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were killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect. Hospitals 
Operated without electricity, water or food for the staff and patients, 
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In editing the Austrian article by Karl Pfeifer in our March 
issue we inadvertently changed the meaning of the text. 
We wish to extend our apologies to the author. 


The warning we can no longer ignore 
LAST MONTH over 130,000 Londoners 
voted for the BNP, giving the far-right party one 
seat on the London Assembly. We are now 
entering very dangerous times as the BNP 
pushes towards European election success and 
all the financial and political capital that goes 
with it. Worse still, the political establishment 
and much of the left have little understanding of 
why people are flocking to this racist party. 

However, let us be clear, last month’s elections 
were also a victory of sorts. Of course, no one 
likes the BNP to win a single seat but given the 
wider political context — the collapse of Labour’s 
support (and in London the UK Independence 
Party’s), the tabloid media’s continuing inaccurate 
fixation with immigration and the broadcast 
medias determination to mark the 40th 
anniversary of Enoch Powell’s Rivers of Blood 
speech — we had been expecting to do a lot worse. 
That we didn't is largely down to the hard work 
of hundreds of activists who joined the HOPE 
not hate campaign in London and beyond. 

There is still a lot of work to do. The BNP 
averaged 14% in the wards it contested across 
England and Wales, and while its vote was reduced 
in some of its traditional heartlands it emerged in 
new areas and swept its opponents aside. 

A tangible shift is occurring in British politics 
and it will quicken as economic conditions 
worsen. Unless we can get to grips with the 
reason why people are voting for the BNP, we 
shall see the party expand dramatically and this 
could happen as soon as next year’s European 
elections. There is no greater task ahead of us. 


Thank you 

I would like to add a special personal thank you 
to all those people who gave so generously to our 
campaign. Individuals, trade unions (especially 
Unison, Unite, the GMB and the RMT) and the 
Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust gave generously 
to help ensure that the BNP’s advance could be 
limited. On the ground, hundreds of people got 
involved in anti-fascism for the first time. 
We hope they will stay involved. 

A final thank you must go to the Daily Mirror 
which, for the second year running, joined 
in supporting the HOPE not hate campaign. 
In complete contrast to most of the media, the 

Mirror went out on a limb and was even 
more committed to the campaign this year than 
last. It raised the profile of the campaign, 
brought in celebrities and support and through 
an eight-page supplement, spread the anti- 
fascist message. <a 
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The BNP are held in check electorally 
but the momentum is still with them. 
Nick Lowles analyses the 2008 elections. 
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he British National Party 
failed to make its hoped- 
for breakthrough in the 2008 
elections but there are enough 
signs that the party is on course for 
further growth and even European 
election success next year. 

The BNP won one seat on the 
London Assembly and made a net gain 
of ten councillors around the country. 
However, the far-right party had 
gone into these elections believing 
that it would win two or even three 
seats in London and up to 40 more 
local councillors. 

That the BNP did not win more is 
partly down to the hard work of 
hundreds of anti-fascists around the 
country who, along with the main 
political parties, have developed a 
sophisticated and targeted strategy to 
defeat the BNP in local elections. 

The BNP polled an average of 13.9% 
across 612 council wards in England and 
Wales, a slight decrease compared to last 
year but still a healthy enough average to 
suggest that they pose a serious threat in 
next year’s European elections. 

This average is even more frightening 
considering that in the majority of 
wards contested the BNP fielded “paper 
candidates”, that is candidates not 
supported by any campaign. 

London was always the big prize. 
While the BNP now has one person in 
the Assembly it only just managed to 
squeeze in. The party polled 130,714 
votes in the London-wide party list 
election, amounting to a 5.3% share, 
only 8,000 votes above the 5% threshold 
for election. 

Everyone had expected the BNP to 
do much better. In 2004 the BNP 
polled 4.7%. Since then the UK 
Independence Party, which in 2004 
secured two seats with over 8% of 
the vote, has collapsed and splintered, 


the BNP has emerged as a significant 
political force in outer east London 
and become more of a household 
name, and Labour is experiencing a 
political meltdown. 

London was the BNP’s key priority 
for the 2008 elections and since the 
beginning of the year it had organised 
regular national “weekends of action’, 
with members descending on the 
capital from across the country. 

That the BNP did not get more votes 
was partly because of the tight mayoral 
race which pushed up turnout but also 
in part due to the strong anti-fascist 
campaign. During our three-month 
campaign we produced 650,000 copies 
of an eight-page tabloid, 100,000 copies 
of a leaflet exposing the outrageous 
quotes about rape from one of the BNP 
candidates and 250,000 copies of an eve 
of poll HOPE not hate leaflet. 

In addition, we produced 20,000 
localised leaflets for Barking and 
Dagenham highlighting the BNP’s 
failures on the council where it has 12 
councillors, the country’s largest BNP 
council group. 

Nationally, with the Daily Mirror, we 
ran a two week HOPE not hate tour of 
Britain, including one week in London. 
As well as daily articles opposing racism 
and the fascist BNP the Mirror 
produced an eight-page eve-of-poll 
anti-BNP supplement. 

The BNP vote across London was 
pretty much as expected. The BNP 
achieved more than 10% only in the 
Redbridge and Havering constituencies 
(both boroughs that have one BNP 
councillor). In City and East, which 
includes Barking and Dagenham, but 
also some inner-city areas with large 
BME communities, the BNP vote was 
just short of 10%. Several constituencies 
with large BME communities produced 
BNP votes below 4%. (Table 3.) 


Table 1: Average vote 
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Table 2: Regional breakdown 
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Table 3: London Assembly election 
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White flight strongholds 

The 2008 elections confirmed the 
evidence that the areas immediately 
surrounding London are electorally rich 
pickings for the BNP. Many people 
living in Hertfordshire, Essex, and even 
Surrey and Sussex have moved out of 
London over the past 30 years, many 
citing their opposition to immigration 
as a factor. 

The BNP won one seat in Thurrock 
and came within a whisker of a number 
of others. Across the borough the party 
polled 21% of the votes, though this was 
slightly lower than last year. In Three 
Rivers, the BNP won one seat and 


— 


missed out on another by 13 votes. 

The BNP was unable to win a seat in 
Broxbourne, a borough in which it won 
a councillor in 2003, but still polled 15% 
of the vote across the entire borough. 
The party also fielded complete slates in 
Basildon and Southend, polling 14.7% 
and 11.0% of the vote respectively. 

Even in the South East, hardly 
known as a BNP stronghold, the BNP 
polled respectably in the few wards it 
contested. The party averaged 14.4% 
in the six wards in which it stood in 
Crawley, 13.3% in the four wards it 
contested in Rushmoor and 10.5% and 
9.7% in the four wards it put up 
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candidates in each of Hastings and 
Reigate and Banstead respectively. 


Slipping in its heartlands 
Around the country the BNP enjoyed 
mixed fortunes. In many of its 
traditional heartlands, including the 
wards where it stood the best chance of 
winning, the BNP vote slipped. 

This was most evident in the 
Black Country and West Yorkshire. 
In Sandwell, where the BNP averaged 
33% of the vote in the wards it 
contested in 2006, it polled 17.4% this 
year. In neighbouring Dudley, the BNP 
vote dropped from 26.5% to just 14.7% 


Highest local authority votes 


Local Authority 2008 Number 
vote of wards 
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Amber Valley 26.3 7, | 
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over the same period. (Table 5.) 

In Bradford, where the BNP had four 
councillors in 2004 and averaged 25.9% 
in 2006, today its average is just 21.2%. 
However, if one looks at only the wards 
it contested in both 2006 and 2008, the 
fall is more substantial. In 2006 the BNP 
polled an average of 30.9% in those 
wards, compared to 21.2% this year. 

Kirklees also saw a further decline 
in BNP support. Sitting councillor 
David Exley was comfortably beaten in 
Heckmondwike, despite an increased 
BNP vote compared to 2007. In other key 
wards, such as Golcar, Liversedge and 
Golcar and Dewsbury South, in all of 
which the BNP had polled well in prev- 
ious years, its vote declined substantially. 

Even in Burnley, scene of the BNP’s 
earliest successes, where it retained the 
one seat in which a BNP councillor 
was up for re-election, the party’s vote 
has declined in the wards it has 
contested in the past two years from 
25.8% to 23.2%. 

In other parts of the North West 
where the BNP was once strong, its 
presence has diminished even faster. 
In Blackburn, where it once had a 
councillor and regularly polled over 
30%, the party put up just one 
candidate, and in Oldham, where the 
BNP first emerged as a force in 2001, it 
only managed to stand two candidates. 

However, there were also a number of 
areas of BNP growth. A good showing 
in Amber Valley built on last year’s 
strong vote in the East Midlands. 
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Table 5: The shrinking vote 
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Table 6: Highest BNP percentages 


The BNP won two seats by a fair 
margin and missed out on a third by just 
one vote. 

The BNP performed very strongly in 
South Yorkshire. The party stood in all 
but one seat in Barnsley, collecting 
17.9% of the vote, a bigger share than 
last year. It could have been worse. 
Entering the final week of the election, 
it appeared that the BNP would win 
Darton West but a strong intervention 
by HOPE not hate Yorkshire and extra 
support given to the Labour Party was 
enough to keep the BNP at bay. 

There were two BNP gains in 
Rotherham, with the serving Mayor 
deposed in Brinsworth and Catcliffe. 
Overall, the BNP averaged 27.9% 
of the vote in the wards it contested. 
In Sheffield the BNP averaged 14.8% 
despite not handing out a single leaflet 
in several wards. 

The BNP again did not win any 
seats in the North East but there are 
signs that after a couple of years 
of underperformance the leadership of 
Ken Booth, a former National Front 
organiser, is beginning to reap dividends. 
In his own ward of Elswick, in Newcastle 
upon Tyne, Booth polled 26.8%, while in 
13 seats in South Tyneside the BNP 
averaged 13.2%, with Pete Hodgkinson 
receiving 32.9% in Primrose ward. 

There was also a strong BNP showing 
in the south of the region. The BNP 
polled 28.4% in Rift House ward in 
Hartlepool and averaged 10.8% in the 
32 wards it contested on Durham 
County Council. The BNP’s three 
strongest wards were Chilton, where it 
polled 29.3%, Tudhoe (28.8%) and 
Spennymoor and Middlestone (27.7%). 

The BNP experienced mixed fortunes 
in the East of England. While it won a 
seat in Thurrock and another in Three 
Rivers, it lost two of the three it was 
defending in Epping Forest. Overall, the 
BNP would have expected to do better in 


the region, especially in Thurrock where 


Ward Local Authority BNP % Place | 
Tilbury St Chads Thurrock 41.0 Ist | 
Tilbury Riverside Thurrock 39.9 2nd 
Loughton Broadway Epping Forest 39.7 1st | 
Heanor West Amber Valley 39.5 ist | 
Hapton-with-Park Burnley 38.6 1st | 
Illingworth & Mixenden Calderdale 38.3 Ist | 
Bede _ Nuneaton & Bedworth 377 Ist | 
Middleton Park Leeds 37.4 aad 
Heanor East Amber Valley 36.2 Ist 


| Table 7: 
BNP councillors by region 
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Table 8: Key wards 
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it had boasted to the local press that it 
would take two or three seats. 

One BNP heartland area where the 
party appears to moving ever forward is 
Stoke-on-Irent, where it won another 
three seats to take its total on the council 
to nine. Labour lost eight seats in these 
elections, reducing its total to just 16, but 
through deals with other parties Labour 
continues to run the council. A potential 
BNP victory in next year’s mayoral 
contest cannot be dismissed. 


Tory revival 

The growth in BNP support came largely 
at the expense of Labour. Eleven of the 
13 council wards the BNP won were 
taken from Labour. The vast majority of 
wards where the BNP came second were 
also Labour held. In some places the 
BNP failed to increase the number of its 
votes but saw its percentage rise because 
Labour voters stayed at home. 


Ward Local authority 2007 vote % 2008 vote % Change +/- 2008 
Loughton Alderton Epping Forest 518) 37.6 412 314 “6.2 
Loughton Broadway Epping Forest 5By7, 3953 469 39.7 0.4 Elected (1) 
Marsden Pendle 417 383 412 39.0 0.7 Elected 
Hapton w Park Burnley 620 35.8 674 38.6 2.8 Elected | 
Queensbury Bradford 1718) 36.6 1521333 -2.8 
Bentilee & Townsend Stoke-on-Trent 676 30.0 829 34.6 46 Elected 
Abbey Green Stoke-on-Trent TIO" 27-3 858 30.9 2.6 Elected | 
Western & Meir North Stoke-on-Trent 1041 33.4 968 29.9 aes) | 
Loughton Fairmead Epping Forest 427 34.5 330 28.2 6:3 | 
Rosegrove w Lowerhouse Burnley 489 30.7 491 31.0 0.3 
Heanor West Amber Valley DOD Sill 1/2739. 8.4 Elected 
Princes End Sandwell 878 34.9 427 20.0 -14.9 
Longton North Stoke-on-Trent 1418 39.5 844 25.8 ae | 
Dewsbury East Kirklees 2088 34.7 1467 27.6 =| 
Kingshurst & Fordbridge Solihull 654 288 464 23.0 5.8 
Tilbury Riverside & Thurrock Pk = Thurrock 341 30.1 B80 339 9.8 Elected | 
Meir Park & Sandon Stoke-on-Trent TI IM233 979 30.2 6.9 Elected 
Gannow Burnley 484 28.5 473 293 0.8 | 
Aveley and Uplands Thurrock 562, 30.9 521 28.1 23 | 
Irwell Rossendale 315 26.2 307 23.9 -2.3 | 
Brockmoor & Pensnett Dudley (95) 277. 508 19.1 -8.6 | 
Morley South Leeds 1928 29.0 1779 28.6 -0.4 | 
Ardsley & Robin Hood Leeds 1538) 27.5 1685 29:5 2.0 
Wyke Bradford 1103 27.9 629 17.0 -10.9 
Chelmsley Wood Solihull 721 307 565 263 -4.4 
Tunstall Stoke-on-Trent 720 23.3 779 26.6 3.3 
Winyates Redditch 600 21.6 549 21.9 0.3 
Illingworth & Mixenden Calderdale 974 30.3 S2338I5 8.0 Elected 
Dewsbury South Dewsbury South 1613 25.1 1050 16.7 -8.4 
Royds Bradford 1291 32.5 693 19.2 -13.3 


There is also evidence that some people 
who might have voted BNP in recent 
elections switched to the Conservatives 
this time. This was clearly the case in 
Sandwell, Dudley, Solihull, Bradford 
and Kirklees among others. As the 
Conservative Party appears as a more 
likely alternative government to Labour, 
so some of the anti-Labour vote, which 
has supported the BNP at local 
government level, is switching. (Table 9.) 

Where there is little chance of the 
Conservatives beating Labour at a local 
level, then the anti-Labour vote continues 
to go with the BNP. This is clearly the 
case in Barnsley, Rotherham, Stoke-on- 
Trent and much of the North East. 


New areas of growth 

It would appear that the BNP vote in 
its traditional heartlands has either 
declined or at best plateaued out. 
Much of this can be credited to the 
main political parties and a more 
targeted and sophisticated anti-BNP 
campaign run by HOPE not hate. 

While we were unable to fight with 
the same intensity in the key wards this 
year because of our focus on London, 
many of the campaigns and targeted 
work were rolled out again. The BNP 
was only able to win nine of its top 
30 target wards (table 8), all of 
which needed a swing of less than 5%. 
In view of Labour’s collapsing support 
nationally, this shows that an anti-BNP 
vote was mobilised. 

Less encouraging is the growth of 
BNP support in areas it has never 
contested before and this must be 
the most worrying aspect of this 
election. The BNP had only previously 
fought by-elections in Nuneaton and 
Bedworth but was able to come from 
nowhere to take two seats and average 
24.6% of the vote in the 12 wards it 
contested. Like Stoke-on-Trent, this is a 
traditional Labour industrial heartland. 

Similarly in Daventry, where the 
BNP had never previously stood, it 
polled 31% of the vote in the single 
ward it contested. 

In Wales the BNP did not make its 
expected breakthrough but polled well 
in many areas given that it had never 
stood in most of the wards contested. 
The far-right party polled 9.6% in nine 
wards in Colwyn Bay, 14.2% in four 
wards in Swansea and 11.4% across 
seven wards in Wrexham. 


A solid base 

For the second year running, the BNP 
achieved little. Given the backdrop 
against which the elections were fought 
- collapsing support for Labour, 
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continuing lurid headlines about 
immigration in the media and television 
obsession with the anniversary of 
Enoch Powell’s “rivers of blood” speech 
— the BNP must surely have hoped for 
greater advances. 

We certainly thought the BNP 
would do better. Among the Searchlight 
team there was a fear that the BNP 
would win two seats on the London 
Assembly and because of our focus on 
the capital, coupled with the political 
conditions already mentioned, we 
expected the party to win a larger 
number of council seats. 

That it did not is testament to 
the hard work of so many people. 
It also highlights the continuing 
presence of an anti-BNP vote, some- 
thing which unfortunately too many 
people, particularly in the Labour Party, 
refuse to appreciate or exploit. 


Table 9: Switching to the Tories in Solihull 
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However, while we can be relieved that 
the BNP did not achieve a breakthrough, 
the underlying strength of BNP support 
is still deeply worrying and if anything is 
getting worse. While backing for the 
BNP might have temporarily plateaued 
in some of its traditional heartlands, 
and in some cases declined, its ability to 
pick up votes in new areas and seemingly 
with very little work should be a cause 
for concern. The BNP now has 55 
councillors in 22 local authorities, 
giving it a firm base in six UK regions. 
With the European elections now only a 
year away and the continuing turmoil in 
UKIP, the BNP must be confident about 
increasing its vote. 

These elections produced another 
tactical and organisational victory over 
the BNP. However, just like we said a 
year ago, the political battle is still being 
lost. The Conservative Party revival will 
take some of the BNP vote away, 
especially in those areas where it needs 
to win either locally or nationally. 
The real problem continues to be 
for the Labour Party in those areas 
where there is no proper alternative. 
The BNP is filling the vacuum and 
the longer Labour does not address the 
concerns of its former voters the more 
likely it is that the BNP will emerge as a 
lasting political force. ~= 


See table 10 over for a complete 
Local authority breakdown. b- 


Table 10: Local authority breakdown 


Local Authority 2008 Number Local Authority 2008 Number 
vote of wards vote of wards 

contested contested 

Amber Valley 26.3 Z. Wigan 12 7 
Bassetlaw 29.0 1 Wirral 9.3 2 
Daventry 31.2 1 Bournemouth 6.3 1 
Derby 14.4 2 Plymouth 9.0 2 
Lincoln 124 5 Stroud 2.8 1 
Basildon 14.7 14 Crawley 14.4 6 
Broxbourne 15.4 12 Fareham 9.2 1 
Castle Point 15.9 2 Hart 2 1 
Colchester 6.3 1 Hastings 10.5 4 
Epping Forest 15.0 12 Reigate and Banstead 9.7 4 
North Hertfordshire 8.3 i) Rushmoor 1373 4 
Rochford 20.5 2 Wokingham 2.9 1 
Southend-on-Sea 14.0 17 Worthing 10.2 2 
Three Rivers SEAT 2 Blaenau Gwent County 8.0 1 
Thurrock 21.4 18 Bridgend County 15.1 1 
Welwyn Hatfield 8.9 1 Carmarthenshire County Council 17.7 2 
Durham County Council 10.8 30 Conwy County Council 9.6 9 
Gateshead 11.8 12 Denbighshire County Council 13.9 1 
Hartlepool 19.0 2 Flintshire County Council WZ 2 
Newcastle 11.4 12 Swansea 14.2 4 
North Tyneside 11.6 4 Torfaen County BC Til 1 
Northumberland County Council 6.3 1 Wrexham County Council 11.4 7 
South Tyneside 13.2 13 Birmingham 75 40 
Sunderland 10.9 24 Cannock Chase 21.9 1 
Barrow-in-Furness 9.2 2 Coventry Aico 13 
Blackburn 247 1 Dudley 14.7 10 
Bolton 12.9 2 Nuneaton & Bedworth 24.6 12 
Burnley 22.8 10 Redditch 21.9 1 
Bury 10.8 8 Rugby 16.2 1 
Carlisle 16.3 8 Sandwell 174 12 
Cheshire East Council 9.0 3 Solihull 13.5 12 
Cheshire West and Chester Council 13.7 2 Stoke-on-Trent 26.8 10 
Knowsley 125 2 Tamworth 19.9 1 
Liverpool 9.1 11 Walsall 17.6 1 
Manchester 19.3 3 Wolverhampton 15.7 2 
Oldham 19.5 2 Worcester 12.9 4 
Pendle 25.4 4 Barnsley 17.9 21 
Rochdale 14.0 1 Bradford 21.2 8 
Rossendale 18.0 4 Calderdale 171 9 
Salford 12.5 6 Doncaster 125 3 
Sefton 8.3 6 Harrogate 5.4 6 
St Helens 8.9 10 Kirklees 14.4 20 
Stockport 10.5 6 Leeds 14 34 
Trafford 48 1 Rotherham 2/9 5 
Tameside 218 8 Sheffield 14.8 8 
Warrington 10.5 2 Wakefield 13.0 12 


Facing down 
the BNP brand 


Nick Lowles reports on 
how the smaller far-right 
parties did in the local 
elections 


IF PROOF WERE needed that the 
British National Party is tapping into a 
political mood rather than creating it 
then the election results of the other 
far-right parties make this clear. 

The National Front (NF) and 
England First Party (EFP) both scored 
respectable votes in the few places they 
stood despite not having the name 
recognition of the BNP. 

The NF stood in five constituencies 
in the London Assembly elections. 
In Bexley and Bromley it received 11,288 
votes, a 5.6% share, in Greenwich and 
Lewisham it got 8,509 votes (5.7%), in 
Ealing and Hillingdon 7,939 (4.5%) and 
in South West (Hounslow, Richmond, 
Kingston) 4,754 (2.48%). In City and 
East, where the BNP also stood, the NF 
got 2,350 votes (1.25%) compared to the 
BNP’s 18,020 (9.62%). 

A direct comparison is not possible in 
the four constituencies where only the 
NF stood, but in the mayoral contest 
the BNP polled 8,950 (4.4%) in 
Bexley and Bromley, 5,170 (3.5%) in 
Greenwich and Lewisham, 5,794 
(3.3%) in Ealing and Hillingdon and 
4,491 (2.34%) in South West. In the 
London-wide result the BNP fared 
better, polling 17,730, 9,764, 10,175 
and 8,169 respectively. 

There was very little difference 
between the BNP and EFP votes 
in the North West. In Oldham, 
the BNP stood in two seats, polling 
24% in Chadderton Central and 15% 
in Shaw. By contrast, the EFP polled 
18% in Chadderton South and 15% in 
St James’s. 

Both parties stood in wards in 
Blackburn and Darwen and while there 
was quite a difference between their 
results this was largely down to the 
wards chosen. The BNP polled 24.7% 
in Higher Croft, where far-right 
candidates have done well in recent 
years, while the EFP received 9.9% and 
10.4% in two Darwen wards, both 
traditional Conservative areas and 
where there was competition from 
Darwen First. 

The EFP did surprisingly well in the 


National Front St George’s 
Day parade in Eltham, 
London, 19 April 2008 
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one ward it contested in Milton Keynes. 
Barry Turner’s 16.4% in Eaton Manor 
was perfectly respectable and only just 
below the BNP average for the region. 

It is only when the smaller parties 
come up against the BNP in the same 
election that their vote plummets. 
In Birmingham the NF fought four 
wards, polling 1.4%, 1.0%, 1.4% and 
1.5%. By contrast, the BNP polled 
17.3%, 23.6%, 14.8% and 11.0% in the 
same wards. 

There was similar humiliation for the 
Democratic Nationalists, a small group 
of renegade nationalists who split from 
the BNP in Bradford shortly before the 
election. They contested nine wards in 
Bradford as opposed to the BNP’s 
eight, yet averaged a derisory 3.5% 
compared to the BNP’s 21.2%. 

Even in Windhill and Wrose, where 
there was no BNP candidate, the 
unknown Democratic Nationalist could 
only take 6.9%. 

It seems doubtful, after this 
appalling start, that the Democratic 
Nationalists will continue in any 
meaningful way. There is even talk of 
several of their candidates returning to 


the BNP fold, though others will 


undoubtedly be watching the fortunes 
of Colin Auty’s challenge to Nick 
Griffin’s leadership closely. 

The only ward where a rival far-right 
party performed better than the BNP in 
a head-to-head contest was Cliviger 
with Worsthorne in Burnley, where 
Steve Smith, leader of the EFP, 
comfortably beat the BNP candidate by 
12.5% to 7.4%. 

The smaller far-right parties struggle 
against the BNP brand when facing it 
directly but given a clear run they can 
often poll respectably. Perhaps this will 
change if the main bulk of the rebels 
within the BNP, including those 
awaiting expulsion, walk away from the 
party or are pushed, and set up a rival 
organisation. 

Even so, they will have a hard time 
unless they can combine forces with the 
EFP, the remnants of the Freedom Party 
and perhaps some individuals who have 
parted company with the BNP over the 
past few years, such as Simon Smith in 
Sandwell. If they can do that they might 
be able to create an effective rival in 
some key regions, especially if they can 
take some elected BNP or former BNP 
councillors with them. ~= 
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Londoners stand strong 


Nick Lowles reflects on the HOPE not hate campaign 


"DEFEND THE CITY WE LOVE’ 
was the HOPE not hate slogan for 
London. It encapsulated our message 
that London’s diversity was one of its 
greatest strengths and so_ needed 
protecting from the BNP. And it 
proved to be a message that resonated 
with many Londoners. 

London was always going to be 
our priority for the 2008 elections. 
While the BNP was standing over 
600 candidates across the country 
it was clear that any substantial 
breakthrough in the capital would 
hit the media headlines and, more 
importantly, provide the far-right 
party with a platform for next year’s 
European elections. 

The omens were not good. With the 
election contested under proportional 
representation, the BNP only needed 
5% to get one person elected to the 
London Assembly, 8% for two and 11% 
for three. In 2004 the BNP polled 4.7%, 
just missing the threshold, and was 
confident that it would pick up some of 
the 8.2% that UK Independence Party 
won then. Furthermore, the BNP has 
emerged as a significant force in outer 
east London in the past two years and 
become generally more widely known. 

HOPE not hate launched its London 
campaign in mid-March with a 
Weekend of Action just before the 
period in which election expenses are 
regulated. Across the capital there were 
dozens of activities to distribute an 
eight-page tabloid newspaper, produced 
in conjunction with the Daily Mirror. 

During that weekend alone over 
150,000 newspapers were distributed. 

Most of the activities were small. 
Railway and tube stations were leafleted 
by small groups of people, as 
were markets and shopping centres. 
Hackney ‘Trades Union Council 
organised themselves on a much bigger 
scale. Over the following week over 
24,000 newspapers were distributed 
door-to-door across the borough. 


Volunteers delivered 15,000 
newspapers in each of Camden and 
Haringey, and Billy Bragg performed at 
an activist day in Camden. Over 7,000 
newspapers were distributed door-to- 
door in Enfield and a similar number in 
Redbridge. 

The newspaper was always for “our” 
voters, people likely to be opposed to 
the BNP. It was produced to make 
people aware of the BNP threat and the 
need to defend our London. In other 
parts of the capital, more hard-hitting 
material was required. 

Barking and Dagenham saw our most 
intense activity and this reflected the 
different elements to our campaign. 
In some wards we put out our tabloid 
newspaper, in others, where the BNP 
had councillors, we distributed a 
localised leaflet that highlighted their 
appalling performance on the council. 

“We distributed over 50,000 anti- 
BNP leaflets and newspapers,” says 
Sam Tarry, HOPE not hate co- 
ordinator for the area. “On our first day 
of action we had 35 people put out over 
10,000 leaflets. Later in the campaign, 
on U-Day, we had 50 people put out 
another 12,000. 

“In between, small groups of us 
worked tirelessly to get the material 
out. Yes, it was important for the 
HOPE not hate campaign to focus on 
inner London but we had to take the 
BNP on here.” 

Some areas held indoor rallies that 
brought together people from across the 
political spectrum and faith and 
minority ethnic communities united by 
their determination to hold back the 
BNP. One in Redbridge Town Hall 
included speakers from all the main 
political parties, Bob Crow, general- 
secretary ol the) RMI). Denry 
Grunwald, QC, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews. 

In East Ham, Muslims against the 
BNP organised a multi-faith meeting in 
a church. Chaired by the Muslim 


community leader Mudassar Ahmed, it 
attracted a wide range of speakers in- 
cluding the mayor of Walthamstow 
(speaking in a personal capacity), | 
Rushnara Ali, Labour’s prospective | 
parliamentary candidate for Bethnal 
Green and Bow, the local vicar and 
Sam Tarry and Matthew Collins for 
the HOPE not hate campaign. 
Searchlight also took part in meet- 
ings organised by the South East 
TUC and the Bishop of Barking. 


National campaign 
Running parallel to our London 
campaign was the work around the 


to defend their London 
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country. In total we produced almost 
600,000 copies of our popular HOPE 
not hate leaflet, often customised for 
local areas, including 140,000 delivered 
in the North West alone. 

In addition, we produced local 
material for most of the key BNP target 
wards and gave the political parties help 
and inside information about BNP 
plans and targets. 

Over the past few years Searchlight, 
along with our local partners, has 
developed a strategy that in most cases 
can defeat the BNP. While our focus on 
London meant that we could not devote 
the same resources to as many wards as 
in other years, there was still some 
telephone canvassing and _hand- 
delivered direct mail letters. 


Rape shame 
Our next London leaflet focused on the 
appalling views of Nick Eriksen, 
number two on the BNP’s original 
London Assembly list and the party’s 
London organiser. As reported in last 
month’s Searchlight, Eriksen, a former 
Conservative Party councillor, wrote on 
his blog that “Rape is simply sex” and “a 
woman would be more inconvenienced 
by having her handbag snatched”. 
Searchlight had been sitting on the 
Eriksen story for several months but 


The BNP... 
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nomination papers for the BNP list 
went in. The Evening Standard carried 
the story and it was quickly taken up on 
television and radio. 

The BNP) was all ina tezy, 
Simon Darby, the party’s press officer, 
immediately defended Eriksen and said 
there was no way he would be forced 
out. Richard Barnbrook, who headed the 
list, obviously fearing his own chances of 
getting elected onto the London 
Assembly were diminishing, quickly 
distanced himself from his colleague. 

Eventually the BNP was forced to 
act, though only after Eriksen himself 
made a statement saying that he would 
stand down. 

Tens of thousands of our “Rape 
Shame” leaflet were distributed in 
some of the outer London boroughs 
where we feared the BNP would pick 
up support. 


Momentum grows 

The second half of our election 
campaign was dominated by the HOPE 
not hate bus tour, which we ran jointly 
with the Daily Mirror. Starting in 
Liverpool and ending in London, the 
two-week tour of England linked up 
with community groups, sports clubs, 
schools and celebrities. 

It raised the profile of the campaign 
and also meant the Daily 
Mirror ran daily anti- 
racist and  anti-fascist 
articles throughout this 
period. Given the rest 
of the media’s negative 
obsession with race and 


immigration, coupled 
with BBC’s and Channel 
4s Enoch Powell 


documentaries, this work 
by the Mirror has to be 
applauded. 

Tne Mirror even 
produced an eight-page 
anti-BNP supplement on 
the eve of the poll. 


The end of the bus tour coincided 
with U-Day, when over 700 people 
defied appalling weather to distribute 
anti-BNP leaflets at over 150 tube and 
railway stations across the capital. 

I did Finsbury Park and Bounds Green 
in the morning and it was a great feeling. 
When I got on the tube at Bounds 
Green, heading into central London, I 
was greeted by three people already 
reading the leaflet. A few others got on, a 
couple more with our leaflets. The train 
then pulled into Wood Green and a few 
more people got on with our leaflets. 
All sat reading them and no one threw 
them away. I was met with more leaflets 
at Embankment and Westminster. 

Later on in the day I was with a small 
group who did two sessions at Elephant 
and Castle, in south London. Between 
us, we distributed 1,800 more leaflets 
and again the reception was fantastic. 

There was even one man who I feared 
was going to hit me after he thought 
that I was handing out BNP leaflets. 
When he realised what they were he 
apologised and took a bundle away to 
deliver down his street. 

While I would be foolish to claim 
that the increased turnout in the 
election was solely down to the anti- 
BNP campaign, it is clear that many 
people, especially in inner London, did 
come out to vote to stop the racists. 
There was also a very high turnout 
amongst Jewish voters, testament to the 
strong campaign against the BNP 
launched by the Board of Deputies, 
among others. 

The BNP got one person elected to 
the London Assembly but given that 
many people expected them to get at 
least two, the campaign was a success. 

Nineteen out of 20 Londoners 
rejected the politics of hate. How many 
other European cities, in the current 
political climate, could match that? 
Londoners did come out to defend the 
city they loved. It is a city that I’m proud 
to call my home. ~= 
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CITY FOOL 


Barnbrook carries BNP baton 
into the London Assembly 


Richard Barnbrook is the hero of the moment in the BNP. 
Party members are waxing lyrical about “Richard the Lionheart” 
in an attempt to draw a veil over their patchy electoral 
performance in the rest of the country. But, as Sonia Gable 
explains, he is a man of many failings and destined to disappoint 
those who put him in the London Assembly. 


RICHARD BARNBROOK was never 
going to get very far as the British 
National Party candidate for mayor of 
London. The only reason he stood was 
to enhance the party’s chances in the 
London Assembly, where it only 
needed 5% of the London-wide vote to 
win a seat. 

In doing so he came to personify the 
BNP, a status he intends to maintain. 
Interviewed on the Monday after the 
results were announced, Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, revealed that 
Barnbrook’s ambition now was to make 
sure that the two people everyone at 
City Hall knew were Boris Johnson (the 
new mayor) and himself. 

He nearly came unstuck. During 
the campaign he pumped for all it was 
worth the glamour of his engagement 
to a principal dancer with the English 
National Ballet, though he had to 
explain that Simone Clarke did not 
wear the diamond engagement ring 
he claimed to have given her because 
it had been stolen in a burglary, and 
was never seen at his side because she 
was spending time with her four-year- 
old daughter in Leeds after being 
away on tour. 

The truth was that she had already 
departed from both the ENB and 
Barnbrook. Their relationship, and his 
campaign, cannot have been helped by 
the revelation in the News of the World 


the Sunday before polling day that at 
the same time he was proposing to 
Clarke, he was telling a Finnish nurse 
that he would like to marry her and 
have children. 

Annika ‘Tavilampi claimed that 
Barnbrook spotted her on an online 
dating site. He started sending her 
sexual texts and pictures of his private 
parts right away and asked her to send 
explicit pictures back. She fell for him 
but drew the line at appearing on a 
BNP election leaflet as an example of an 
NHS nurse who supported him. 

Then two days before election day, the 
Daily Mail revealed that Barnbrook, 47, 
already had a wife to whom he had been 
married for ten years. Their marriage 
had broken down because of his “rotten 
politics” and she had then joined the 
Metropolitan Police to do some good 
in the world and, in part, to make 
amends for him. 

She told the Daily Mai/ that they had 
married in early 1998 when she saw the 
sculptor, who had trained at the Royal 
College of Art, as “a great artist”, but his 
views had become very extreme around 
1999. They eventually separated four 
years ago, though their divorce is not yet 


Playing the fool: Richard Barnbrook 

dresses up as that well known immigrant, 

St George, shortly before his election to the 
London Assembly Photo: David Hoffman 


absolute. “He used me and he has 
admitted it and apologised,” she said. 
“He owes me a lot of money and is just 
starting to pay me back.” 

Barnbrook always insists he is not a 
racist, although there was apparently 
an “awkward scene” when his brother 
invited his black girlfriend and her 
daughter to his parents’ house one 
Christmas. The relationship with Clarke 
gave Barnbrook the opportunity to 
demonstrate his tolerance. Her daughter 
is of mixed ethnicity, the result of a 
relationship with a Cuban-Chinese 
dancer. Even after they split up 
Barnbrook was keen to tell journalists 
that he would fully accept the child when 
they got married, despite the BNP’s 
policy of opposing interracial families. 
Yet he already knew full well he would 
never be the girl’s stepfather — which was 
a lucky escape for her. 

Barnbrook’s place on the London 
Assembly comes two years after he was 
elected to Barking and Dagenham 
Council and became the BNP’s group 
leader, a position he has now 
relinquished to his deputy, Robert Bailey. 
But he should never have been there. 

Before the 2006 local elections the 
BNP realised it had enough support to 
win seats on the council but no willing 
candidates. So Barnbrook and Bailey, 
who recently admitted that he had lied 
in claiming that the BNP secured 5,000 
new homes in the borough, rented an 
uninhabitable flat above a cake shop to 
get an address in the borough. They then 
put their names on the electoral register 
days before electoral nominations 
closed. This was illegal because they 
were not actually living there. 

It was only at the end of 2007 that 
Barnbrook admitted that he had been 
living in Lewisham, southeast London, 
all the time when, in response to jeers of 
“get back to Lewisham” at a council 
meeting, he announced that he had 
handed the keys to the property back 
the previous week. According to the 
News of the World Ms Tavilampi helped 
him with the move to Dagenham last 
December and found a copy of Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf under his bed. 

It turned out that Barnbrook’s 
reluctance to move from Lewisham was 
because he was occupying a council 
property. The BNP always feigns 
concern about the lack of council homes 
but his duplicity had deprived a 
Lewisham family of accommodation. 

Barnbrook was quick to gain a 
reputation for incompetence and lies in 
Barking and Dagenham. The 12 BNP 
councillors form the official opposition 
yet nearly a year after they were elected, 


they not only failed to put forward any 
budget suggestions but boycotted the 
Assembly meeting at which the Labour 
budget was to be considered. 

Challenged, they claimed they were 
not given time to go through a bulky 
budget report or the chance to ask 
questions. In fact they were offered 
every assistance from council staff and 
the chance to attend a briefing session. 
They then spread misinformation in a 
leaflet to residents. 

This year they did put forward a 
minority party budget, which proposed 
millions of pounds of cuts to council 
services, targeted mainly at old people, 
children and the staff of the borough’s 
human resources department. 

Challenged at the Assembly meeting 
to explain how he would achieve his cuts 
and the effect they would have on 
services, he was completely unable to do 
so. Nor did he do any better in the written 
replies he offered to save him further 
embarrassment on his feet. It became 
evident that he knew next to nothing 
about how the council was structured and 
how services were provided. Nor did he 
have any concern for council employees 
or employment law, declaring: “the BNP 
is not going to burden taxpayers with 
redundancy payments”. 

When it all got too much for him he 
retorted stupidly: “the Director of 
Finance permitted this to be presented, 
therefore, given his Accountancy 
qualifications, we trust that these are 
figures and proposals that can be 
worked with”, and in similar vein: “I 
suggest you ask the Chief Executive to 
help you if you want to compile figures 
so that you can copy the BNP’s good 
ideas and claim them as yours”. 

In fact the borough’s Chief Financial 
Officer had previously expressed 
concern in writing that the BNP’s 
budget would compromise the council’s 
ability to deliver services it was legally 
obliged to provide. Barnbrook had 
failed to understand or deliberately 
ignored this. 

One of the main powers of the 
London Assembly is that it can amend 
the Mayor’s annual budget. Barnbrook 
has shown that he hasn't the faintest 
idea of council finance or how a council 
functions. 

That did not stop Griffin saying “As 
Richard has already been a council 
group leader he already understands 
how councils work”. 

Griffin wasted no time in explaining 
how the BNP would use Barnbrook’s 
position. Referring to City Hall, where 
the Assembly is housed, Griffin 
claimed: “I can walk in there when I 
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like” (no doubt with his indispensable 
“minder” — security please note) and 
said they were working on getting 
several BNP members onto the staff to 
support Barnbrook. 

He was especially impressed with the 
“enormous research library” where he 
hoped to find out all about the 
“discrimination” against “our people” — 
the “indigenous” people of Britain. 

Griffin dismissed concern that City 
Hall staff would boycott his man, saying 
they have so far been friendly and 
professional. Nevertheless Lee Barnes, 
the BNP’s “legal adviser”, has already 
dashed off a rambling letter under 
Barnbrook’s name to the Standards 
Board for England, which regulates 
councillors’ conduct, complaining that 
the Labour and Conservative leaders in 
the Assembly had warned him to expect 
no cooperation from other parties and a 
possible staff boycott. 

Richard Barnes, the Conservative 
Assembly leader, declared: “The BNP 
will have problems finding secretaries 
and getting support from the staff here, 
and I will totally support people’s right 
to say they don’t want to serve them. Len 
Duvall, the Labour leader, said: “Richard 
Barnbrook will have pariah status”. 

That decent people do not want to 
be seen near him was apparent at 
the announcement of the results of the 
mayoral election, in which he polled 
a mere 2.8%. When it was his turn 
to speak, several other candidates 
walked off, leaving an obviously tired 
and emotional Barnbrook to slur his 
way through a belligerent speech 
quite inappropriate for the occasion. 
People who have the misfortune to 
come up against Barnbrook in Barking 
and Dagenham say that this is his 
usual condition. 

Naturally the BNP was full of praise 
for the speech, a video of which appears 
on the party website. 

As an Assembly member Barnbrook, 
who celebrates St George’s Day by 
parading around Barking on a horse 
dressed in armour and accompanied 
by a green fluffy dragon, will receive 
a salary of £50,582. No doubt he 
will come under pressure to make 
substantial donations to the BNP, 
something the party has previously said 
it would expect of anyone elected as a 
BNP MEP. His soon-to-be-ex wife 
will look for payment of his debts, 
but he may have enough left to indulge 
his polygamous interests and hone 
his appearance, which is noticeably 
modelled on Hitler. 

A bigger waste of public money is 
hard to imagine. ~<a 
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Disquiet in the BNP over 
a strange invitation 


By Gerry Gable 


SOME LONGSTANDING members of 
the BNP have been asking why Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, took time out 
from the election campaign only 
three days before polling day to 
attend a secret meeting in London 
with three leading European extremist 
politicians, one of whom has a recent 
conviction for Holocaust denial. 

Initially billed as a press conference, 
its true purpose seems to have been to 
further Griffin's ambition to become a 
Member of the European Parliament 
by building links with far-right MEPs. 

The meeting had been organised by 
Arthur Kemp, the former agent for the 
South African apartheid regime and 
now keeper of the BNP’s ideological 
Holy Grail. Making the arrangements 
on behalf of the visitors was Georg 
Mayer, a senior officer in the Austrian 
Freedom Party. Mayer had also acted 
as the spokesperson for the short- 
lived Identity Tradition Sovereignty 
(ITS) group in the European Parliament 
until its collapse late last year when 
five ultra-nationalist Romanian MEPs 
walked out in protest at anti- 
Romanian remarks by their Italian 
colleague Alessandra Mussolini, the 
dictator's granddaughter. 

Their ill-conceived plan was to send 
out invitations to the media to attend 
the press conference only a short time 
in advance. Initially three MEPs were 
down to attend, then fairly late in the 
day Marie-Rose Morel, a member of 
the Flemish Parliament for the 
extreme-right Vlaams Belang (Flemish 
Interest) and former Flemish beauty 
queen, said she would come along too. 

The star guests were to be Bruno 
Gollnisch, a French MEP and vice 
president of the far-right National 
Front, and Andreas Molzer, an Austrian 
MEP and leading member of the 
Austrian Freedom Party. 

Their presence revealed the true 
face of the BNP and confirmed Griffin's 
continued failure to break away from 


The company Nick Griffin chooses to keep: the antisemitic Austrian MEP Andreas Mdlzer (left) 
and Bruno Gollnisch, French MEP and convicted Holocaust denier 


Holocaust denial and antisemitism. 
In January 2007 a French court handed 
Gollnisch a three-month suspended 
prison sentence and fined him €5,000 
(£4,000) for denying the Holocaust. 
The court in Lyon found he had 
“disputed a crime against humanity” 
in remarks he made during a news 
conference in the city in October 2004. 
Gollnisch, who was chair of the ITS 
group, had questioned the number of 
Jews who died in the Holocaust and 
said the “existence of the gas 
chambers is for historians to discuss”. 
Mélzer is the publisher of Zur Zeit, an 
Austrian political magazine in which 
racism, antisemitism and xenophobia 
are staple features. Its recent 
promotion of openly Nazi and 
antisemitic books prompted the Berlin 
weekly Junge Freiheit, on which Zur 
Zeit was originally modelled, to sever 
all connections. All that did not stop 
Griffin giving an interview to Zur Zeit 
earlier this year, in which he assured 
Molzer of his firm belief in “nationalist 
cooperation” to deal with the “Islamic 
threat” and “the tide of Third World 


immigration” and to oppose the entry 
of Turkey into the EU. 

The third MEP who was due to come 
was Philip Claeys, a VB MEP who was 
the vice-chair of the ITS. He did not 
want to show his face at the press 
conference but was keen to join a 
private meeting. 

Claeys had previous links with the 
British far right. In May 2005 he 
addressed a conference organised by 
Right Now!, a now-defunct magazine 
that claimed to be the “voice of 
the patriotic and conservative Right”. 
It was Right Now! that hosted a column 
by Nick Eriksen, who at the beginning 
of April was forced to stand down as 
number two on the BNP’s list of 
candidates for the London Assembly 
to save the BNP from further bad 
publicity over his despicable views on 
rape expressed on his blog. 

Writing in Right Now! under the name 
“John Bull’ Eriksen maintained that 
voting BNP represents the “only 
solution” to remedy the current malaise 
in Conservative politics. BNP members 
regularly attended the magazine's 


conferences and no doubt listened 
avidly to Claeys railing against Islam in 
general and Turkey in particular. 

Arrangements for the press 
conference were proceeding in secret, 
though not without Searchlight’s 
knowledge through one of our 
main moles in the BNP hierarchy. 
What puzzled us was why, at a time 
when the BNP was trying to shed its 
antisemitic image in a bid to win Jewish 
votes, the party leadership should 
want to parade a bunch of Holocaust 
deniers before the media. 

But Kemp had made a fatal mistake, 
possibly intentionally, in his choice of 
Jason Douglas to pick up the guests 
from the station in his black cab. 
This decision had also surprised some 
party members who know what a 
loose tongue Douglas has. Douglas, 
a convicted football hooligan, runs 
three BNP groups in east London. 

The BNP had been attempting 
to play on what it sees as historic 
enmity between the Jewish and 
Muslim communities. But Jewish 
organisations had denounced the 
BNP’s advances and were giving 
strong support to calls by the HOPE 
not hate campaign for a high turnout 
of Jewish voters against the BNP in the 
London and other local elections. 

Then suddenly despite weeks of 
secrecy, Simon Darby, the BNP’s press 
officer and deputy leader, used his 
blog to announce on 24 April that the 
party was “honoured to be playing 
host to a special press conference to be 
held on the afternoon of Monday 28th 
April 2008” with “a number of guests 
from allied Parties from Europe”. 
He even named Gollnisch and Molzer. 

Had Darby boobed? Two days later 
the BNP had pulled the plug on the 
press conference, with Darby lamely 
declaring: “It looks like we've lost the 
venue, but our foreign friends have 
been most understanding about this.” 

Searchlight was unconvinced, 


believing this to be a smokescreen to 
cover up Darby's breach of security 
in publicising the event so far in 
advance. Other senior figures in the 
BNP then tried to reinforce the claim 
that the meeting was off. 

Sure enough, in the early afternoon 
of 28 April, Gollnisch, Mélzer and 
Mayer arrived at St Pancras 
International station on the Eurostar 
and were whisked off, not to a press 
conference but to a private meeting 
with Griffin. They were two short. 
Claeys, already nervous, had pulled 
out as had Morel, so it was just the 
beasts without the beauty. 

Searchlight later tracked down the 
visitors at the plush Rembrandt Hotel 
in South Kensington where they were 
staying. By that time, Griffin had 
already sped off into the night. 

The hotel confirmed the three men’s 
presence and a Searchlight reporter 
had an_ illuminating telephone 
conversation with Mayer before he 
caught the 8.05am Eurostar back 
home the next morning. 

So what was Griffin playing at? 
Is he so consumed with his desire to 
join these latter-day fascists in the 
European Parliament next year that he 
did not care what damage exposure of 
such a meeting might have done to 
the electoral chances of Richard 
Barnbrook, the BNP’s lead candidate 
for the London Assembly? Such 
selfishness would be typical of Griffin. 

Some senior and very angry BNP 
officers think the whole thing was set 
up by the intelligence services to 
discredit the party on the eve of the 
election. Perhaps that is something 
Colin Auty, who is challenging Griffin 
for the party leadership, might like 
to investigate. 

One thing we can be sure about is 
the sort of disgusting company Griffin 
intends to keep if ever he does 
manage to make it to the European 
Parliament. ~= 
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aos illy Bragg once again donated hen , Coil rege 
1 time and support to the anti- : "% in See 


fascist campaign. 
In late March he performed at the 


night in Islington in front of over 200 
people. The following day he played to a 
group of activists out delivering the 
Hope not hate leaflets in Camden. 

“This is the sort of event Woody 
Guthrie played at,’Bragg told the people 
who had spent the previous few hours } 
delivering in the rain. 

The final week of the campaign 
coincided with his tour to launch his 
latest album, Mr Love and Justice. 
His first show was at the Barbican on 
23 April, St George’s Day, where he 
combined his progressive patriotism 
with appeals for people to join the 
campaign against the BNP. 

Before the gig Bragg joined 
Philosophy Football's Mark Perryman and 
journalist Yasmin Alibhai-Brown in 
a discussion about Englishness 
and patriotism. The Philosophy 
Football team went on to organise 
a “Raise the Flag” display at the 
start of the show. 

He then left London, perfor- 
ming in Birmingham, Liverpool, 
Sheffield, Lincoln and Reading 
among other places. At every 
venue he spoke of the importance 
of fighting fascism and the role 
music can play in bringing people 
together. ~ 


— 
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BNP defends another criminal 


By Sonia Gable 


WAS IT ARROGANCE or plain 
stupidity that made the British National 
Party think people would happily vote 
for a man who once received an 18- 
month prison sentence? Or did they 
think no one would notice? 

A week before polling day Barnsley 
BNP was forced to defend Simon 
Goodricke, one of 21 BNP candidates 
in the borough, when his criminal 
record came to light. Goodricke, who 
was standing in Hoyland Milton ward, 
was convicted and jailed ten years ago 
for perverting the course of justice and 
conning a pensioner out of £1,000. 

Goodricke, a former West Midlands 
detective and gambling addict, had 
borrowed £200,000 to try to deal with 
his massive debts. He was found guilty 
of tipping off two corrupt businessmen, 
including the one who had loaned him 
the money, that they were at the centre 
of an international police inquiry into a 
money laundering plot and scam to 
swindle £100 million from Colombian 
drugs barons. 

Goodricke, 46, used his position 
as a CID officer in Solihull to get 
information from the National 
Criminal Intelligence Service, which he 
passed on to a fraudster. 

He also admitted dishonestly 
obtaining £1,000 from an 80-year-old 
woman he had first met when as 
a police officer he was investigating a 
broken window at her home. He was 
said to have duped her with a sob story 
telling her he owed £3,500 on his 
mortgage and his house was going to 
be repossessed. 

He had used half the £1,000 to pay 
off loans and gave the rest to his wife, 
from whom he subsequently was 
divorced, to pay bills and buy food for 
them and their three children. 

Goodricke, described as “an 
unremarkable detective”, was thrown 
out of West Midlands Police in 1996, 
two years after being suspended on 
disciplinary charges. 

Ian Sutton, the organiser of Barnsley 
BNP, insisted the offences were all in 
the past and that Goodricke was a 
“good candidate who has a great deal to 
offer the local community”. 

Voters were more __ sceptical. 
Goodricke received just 289 votes, 
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BNP candidate and former jailbird Simon Goodricke confronts journalists 


which amounted to 10%, so he will not 
be joining the BNP’s small band of 
councillors, several of whom have 
criminal convictions. 

Offending is not however confined to 
the party’s candidates. A BNP member 
from Calderdale was jailed in February 
for a cocaine-fuelled orgy of destruction 
at a young woman's home in Bradford. 

Dominic Jardine, a £50,000 a year 
company director, broke into the 
property and caused more than £4,000 
of damage when he ransacked all the 
rooms, smashed windows and bathroom 
fittings, and damaged the microwave 
oven and kitchen cupboards. 

He was sentenced to nine months in 
prison and ordered to pay 43,300 
compensation to the victim and 
£750 costs. 

The court heard that Jardine was 
taking cocaine at weekends at the time 
of the burglary in June 2006, which 
occurred when the victim was away. 
She had recently moved into the flat 
and decorated it, and felt sick when she 
came home to discover the damage. 

Also in Bradford, Sharif Gawad was 
found guilty and fined £80 for 
possession of heroin in December 2007. 
Gawad was the controversial BNP 


candidate at the local elections in 2006 
when he stood in Bradford’s Bowling 
and Barkerend ward. 

His candidacy caused uproar in the 
BNP at the time because of his less than 
Aryan credentials. The party was forced 
to insist that he was of Armenian 
descent and most certainly “Christian” 
not a Muslim. 

Faced with the continued evidence 
of BNP criminality, the party 
leadership’s stock response is that all 
parties have criminal members. That is 
of course true, but it is a matter of 
scale. The BNP has a much larger 
proportion of criminals in its ranks 
than any other party and the BNP’s 
immediate reaction to exposure is to 
defend their criminal members rather 
than expel them. 

One has only to remember Brian 
Turner, then one of the BNP’s Burnley 
councillors, who pleaded guilty to 
assaulting his wife and a police officer in 
2005. A BNP spokesperson at the time 
said: “The BNP is coming under such 
pressure that we are reluctant to take 
action against any of our members 
purely because they fall foul of the 
establishment.” Turner remained a BNP 
councillor until 2007. ~a 


By Sonia Gable 


TRUE TO HIS WORD, the man 
ignominiously dropped from the British 
National Party's London Assembly list 
for his offensive statements on rape, has 
restarted his blog. 

Nick Eriksen was removed as 
the BNP’s number two candidate 
in the few days between close of 
nominations and the deadline for 
withdrawal from the ballot after 
Searchlight and the Evening Standard 
revealed his appalling views. It was not 
Eriksen’s statements themselves that 
were the problem for the BNP, only 
that they might “be perceived as 
trivialising the issue in a manner that 
many women in particular could have 
found extremely offensive”. 

“Rape is simply sex,’ he had written 
on his Sir John Bull blog in 2005. 
“Women enjoy sex, so rape cannot 
be such a terrible physical ordeal. 
To suggest that rape, when conducted 
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Rape shame candidate returns 


without violence, is a serious crime is 
like suggesting that force feeding a 
woman chocolate cake is a heinous 
offence. A woman would be more 
inconvenienced by having her 
handbag snatched.” 

The day after the London results 
were announced Eriksen, who had 
also been the BNP’s London regional 
organiser, posted a statement in which 
he asked: “Why can’t people say what 
they like?” Once again revealing his 
views on women by using the 
description “feminised” as a form of 
attack, he declared: “Anyone who gets 
upset by what another person says is a 
complete twat anyway and deserves 
to be offended. Words are only words. 
WORDS DON’T MATTER. Words cannot 
hurt anyone.’ 

And so with one sweep he dismisses 
all concepts of decency, politeness 
and truthfulness, laws against 
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incitement, defamation and threats 
to kill or otherwise cause harm, 
constraints against foul language and 
blasphemy and much more. 

No doubt he will soon be back in the 
BNP, if indeed he ever left. His second 


blog posting, headed “Victory!!!” 
celebrated the BNP’s London 
Assembly results and _ repeated 


the BNP’s groundless complaints of 
“vote tampering”. 
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BNP troubadour launches 
leadership challenge 


By David Williams 


s the British National Party 

celebrates its modest gains in 

the local elections others in the 

party are less than impressed 
with its performance. 

On 2 May, the day after the BNP won 
its first seat on the London Assembly, 
Colin Auty, a leading Yorkshire BNP 
member and the pride and joy of its 
Great White Records _ business, 
announced that he was to challenge 
Nick Griffin for leadership of the BNP. 

Auty’s stated aim is to give the 
BNP a “fresh and democratic 
structure”, something the BNP has 
sorely lacked since its foundation in 
1982. He also claims he will make 
the BNP more transparent and 
accountable, particularly on financial 
matters, which Griffin has been loath to 
do for obvious reasons. 

A Dewsbury councillor, Auty has 
won the fulsome support of some 
heavyweight Yorkshire BNP members 
including Chris and Joanna Beverley, 
whom even Griffin loyalists are loath to 
criticise publicly because of their 
standing within the party. 

Others, however, see Auty merely as a 
stalking horse to topple Griffin only to 
stand aside later for an as yet unnamed 
candidate. Speculation is rife as to who 
that might be. 

Resentment at Griffin’s astonishing 
treatment of Yorkshire BNP during the 
recent internal schism, which resulted in 
the expulsions of Sadie Graham, Kenny 
Smith, Steve Blake and others, has 
continued to simmer since Griffin told 
them in no uncertain terms that they 
could either toe the line or get lost. 
Auty was one of those outraged at 
Griffins shabby treatment of his 
Yorkshire members, something that has 
no doubt galvanised him in his desire to 
challenge for the leadership. 

Last year’s leadership challenger, 
Chris Jackson, gained 9% of the vote in 
an election in which less than half of the 
BNP’s membership voted. Relatively 
unknown outside the old guard and the 
North West, Jackson was hamstrung 
not only by his own lacklustre 


campaign, managed somewhat 
maladroitly by Mike Easter, whom 
Griffin promptly expelled for his 
troubles, but by the fact that Griffin 
rigged the rules of the game, to the 
extent that, noted Auty, such methods 
“would have brought shame on a 
banana-republic”. 

Though destined to fail, Auty has 
far greater visibility in the party. 
He is clearly determined not to make 
the same mistakes as Jackson. His own 
campaign has been launched early 
with the creation of his own website, 
something Griffin banned Jackson 
from doing. 

The BNP has been quick to put the 
boot in. The “official” BNP keyboard 
warrior and professional sycophant who 
goes by the name “The Green Arrow” 
was quick to disparage Auty, 
questioning his abilities as a political 
operator before stating that “he has 
foolishly allowed himself to be used by 
others who do not have the interests of 
Our Party or Our Country at heart”. 

Even quicker to rush to Griffin's 
Support was the BNP “legal eagle” Lee 
Barnes who, in a hysterical and vitriolic 
rant on his blog, accuses Auty of being a 
“puppet” for Sadie Graham and Matt 
Single before writing off the challenge 
as “laughable” not least because Auty 
“has about as much political savvy 
as a five year old”. Barnes is right about 
one thing. The Voice of Change faction 
is indeed supporting Auty but so are 
many others. 

Not content with highlighting this, 
Barnes goes on to question Auty’s 
personal integrity stating that his 
motivation is “to enrich himself 
personally”, an accusation that Auty 
will surely resent. 

Unable to see the wood for the trees 
Barnes interprets the whole sorry 
farrago as a front for the “arrogant and 
stupid” Sadie Graham camp whom he 
dismisses as “the Searchlight controlled 
cabal of reds and cranks ... the same 
collection of scumbags who were 


Aspiring leader: Colin Auty 


kicked out at Christmas”. 

By now veritably foaming at the 
mouth, Barnes denies the legitimacy of 
Auty’s challenge, describing it as “fake” 
and “an abuse of the right to stand for 
leadership”, because he believes that 
Auty’s sole intention is to benefit 
himself and not the party, which sounds 
more like the current incumbents’ modus 
operandi to tell the truth. 

Barnes does not shy away from 
deriding Mr and Mrs Beverley for their 
“pathetic little plan” before returning to 
attack Auty and his “crypto-fascist 
nonsense” for wanting to democratise 
the party. One might have expected the 
man who acts as the BNP’s legal officer 
to be rather more circumspect. 
However, if anti-fascists and fascists can 
agree on one thing it is that if there’s a 
fire then Barnes will pour petrol on it. 

No doubt this will set the tone for the 
leadership contest, in which the BNP 
constitution requires a postal ballot to be 
held between 1 July and 30 September, 
after which we can expect another 
period of schism followed by expulsions 
and resignations. Now there’s something 
to look forward to. ~<a 
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nothing to sing about 


by Matthew Collins 


OUR DEPUTY EDITOR 
wondered aloud during the 
recent election campaign ge 
about what kind of @ 
“boor” washes down pork | 
scratchings with a bottle of — 
South African Shiraz? 4 
There’s no need for replies on _ 
a postcard this month, as the — 
answer is simple. It’s the = 
nasal supremo Simon Darby, 
deputy Fuhrer of the BNP. 
Simon kept his bottle of red and his 
scratchings in uncomfortable racial 
harmony on his downstairs sideboard 
during the elections. This was probably 
the safest place for them as upstairs in 
the front bedroom, the BNP’s premier 
“naturalist” was election blogging an 
almost “Red Top” Showbiz commentary 
on the daily movements and 
shenanigans of the one and only 
Richard “Tricky Dicky” Barnbrook. 
One can only imagine the joy Darby 
had up there as he breathlessly informed 
his public that “Dicky” was officially 
heterosexual because he had reportedly 


asked a woman to 
wi marry him (while 
engaged to another 
and still married to 
a third) and he even 
had the temerity to 
~ ask her for some 
) dirty pics of herself! 
There was some 
¢ disappointment in 
me the Searchlight 
office, obviously, that Dicky Barnbrook 
got himself elected onto the London 
Assembly. But also, quite rightly, there 
was some relief that he will be there all on 
his own and that is in no small way down 
to the magnificent efforts of the people 
who joined us in campaigning against the 
BNP in rain, wind and even snow. 
“Dicky” could hardly be described as 
the most competent of» the BNP’s 
London members and on the night of 
the count he was quick to prove as much. 
Boris Johnson may not immediately 
recall the name of the architect who 
designed the great “onion” that houses 
the London Assembly, but poor old 


“Dicky” could not even remember the 
name of the Mayor while he was slurring 
and stuttering his repetitive speech to an 
almost empty chamber. Thankfully, 
he did remember the name of the right 
fiancée to thank and we're assuming this 
was in some way supposed to double 
up as an apology. If he acts as only half 
the buffoon in the London Assembly as 
he has in the Barking and Dagenham 
council chamber, the word is that 
the BNP are quite prepared to replace 
him themselves. 

The legendary “curse of Searchlight” 
befell another naughty, nutty neo-nazi 


_last month. No sooner had I warned on 


these very pages about the dangers of 
coprophagy, the BNP blogger and 
major exponent of such dietary 
activities who goes by the handle of 
the Green Arrow was being rushed 
to an NHS hospital with suspected 
appendicitis. 

Of course, there was no word upon his 
return about his experience at the hands 
of the NHS, but I’m taking my hat off to 
any member of this country’s magnificent 
medical staff (something like 50% of 
whom would be deported under a BNP 
government) who carried out the 
required examination. His blogging has 
not been the same since. 

There are not likely to be many more 
alcohol-induced shenanigans from the 
tiny British People’s Party for a while 
either, sadly. Straight after their no- 
show at the elections, the BPP parted 
company (or should that be large 
waves?) with Peter “Sid” Williamson, 
their Saltdean-based sofa-destroyer and 
all round barrel of laughs. 

Williamson was apparently given the 
elbow for not repeating the party’s post- 
election line of attacking the BNP. 
For their part, the BPP said they would 
not stand in the elections themselves 
until there was proportional represen- 
tation. Obviously, they were not paying 
close enough attention to the London 
Assembly election, fought for that very 
reason and their own benefit by the 
BNP. Such a delicate ideological stand- 
off ended up as all good political rows 
should: Sid and the leader’s girlfriend 
had a public slanging match over who 
was fatter ... 

Actually an understanding of 
“Britishness”, whether historically, 
socially or culturally, would help the 
BPP. According to the now undisputed 
numero uno lush in the party, Eddy 
Morrison, he is one third English, 
one third Irish and one third Scottish 
but still 100% British. I'll leave our Irish 
readers to mull over the historic 
ignorance of Herr Morrison. ~=a 
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Top clubs kick 
racism out of 
football 
stadiums 


Przemek Krajewski and 
Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy 
Wiecej and Antifa-Net 
report from Warsaw 


TWO OF POLAND'S top football clubs, 
Legia Warsaw and Widzew Lodz, 
joined the celebration of the 
International Day Against Racism 
when both teams’ players ran out onto 
the pitch wearing t-shirts with the 
slogan “Let’s kick racism out of 
the stadiums”. 

After the game on 22 March, the 
shirts, signed by the players, were sold 
to fans in an internet auction. 


The money raised went to Searchlight’s 
Polish sister organisation Never Again, 
which is a founder member of 
the international fans’ organisation 
Football Against Racism in Europe. 
FARE and its affiliates campaign 
against racism and intolerance in many 
spheres of life, not only football. 

Commenting on the participation 
by the Warsaw and Lodz clubs, Marcin 
Kornak, chairperson of Never Again, 
said:“We are pleased that such famous 
clubs as Legia and Widzew have got 
involved in action against racism in 
the football stadiums. Let’s hope that, 
thanks to such_ initiatives, Polish 
football will soon be associated only 
with sporting emotions.’ 

Leszek Miklas, president of Legia, 
emphasised that his club “supports all 
initiatives which shape the sensitivity 
of the fans towards otherness and 
cultural differences” Miklas’s views 
found a ready echo from the players, 
including Legia midfielder Martins 
Ekwueme, who has graced Polish 
football for the past nine seasons. 
He said: “Happily, the times when 
bananas flew from the terraces are 
now past”. 

Ekwueme, who has experienced 


stadium racism first-hand, explained 
further: “When | was playing in 
Jeziorak llawa, there was one game 
when people threw bananas at me 
and my black colleagues. Though it 
was a long time ago, | have never 
experienced such cruelty”. 

Takesure Chinyama, Legia’s star 
striker and top scorer, commented 
that it was unfortunate that “during 
the game fans of opposing teams 
make strange noises which escalate 
when | have the ball,” adding, “I try 
not to care. | concentrate on scoring 
for Legia and shutting their mouths 
with a good game.” 

The International Day Against 
Racism takes place every year to 
commemorate the events of 21 
March 1960 in Sharpeville, South 
Africa, when police massacred 69 
people taking part in a peaceful 
demonstration against apartheid. 
The United Nations designated 21 
March International Day Against 
Racial Discrimination. Most of the 
events to mark the day in Europe are 
coordinated by the Amsterdam- 
based UNITED for Intercultural 
Action, of which Never Again and 
Searchlight are members. <q 
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Searchlight on the States 


Barack Obama, original 
sin, and the presidential 
primary campaign 


By Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net 


n the United States, election 
campaigns last too long, cost too 
much and usually produce results 
that are uninspiring, if not 
downright depressing. As evidence, 
consider the fact that the Center for 
Responsive Politics reported that a total 
of US$4bn (42bn) — more than the 
entire gross domestic product of the 
Republic of Cape Verde — was spent in 
2004 on federal elections (president, 
congress and senate). The current race 
for president began over a year ago and 
the Democrat contenders Senator 
Hillary Clinton and Senator Barack 
Obama have already spent more than 
US$325 million combined, in a race 
that remains essentially a dead heat. 
As Searchlight goes to press, the 


votes in the state of 
Pennsylvania, where work- 
ing-class white people are { 
said to favour Clinton | 
over Obama. But as a 
word of caution to the 
intrepid reader: almost 
every forecast about 
this election has 
been proven 
wrong so 
far. 


From 
t h e 
beginning, the 
Christian right 
was declared dead. 
No single candidate seemed 
to capture the imagination of 


Democrats are competing for ___. 
ae 


either its major spokesmen or its rank 
and file. Nevertheless, every major 
aspiring Republican, except Rudolph 
Giuliani, pandered to the anti-abortion, 
anti-gay rights “values voters” in that 
party’s primaries. Similarly,  anti- 
immigrant nativism was thought to be a 
dead issue. Instead, every Republican 
candidate carefully shifted away from 
any realistic position on immigration 
reform, including Arizona Senator John 
McCain. And McCain was already on 
record for co-sponsoring compromise 
legislation with Democratic Senator 
Ted Kennedy in 2007. That legislation 
failed and the anti-immigrant move- 
ment is certain to be as strong (or 
stronger) in 2009 as it was in 2007. 

Consider also Republican Con- 
~gressman Ron Paul from Texas, a 
denizen of the far right for the 
past 25 years. Drawing support 
from white supremacists such as 
, David Duke, he received over 
) 750,000 votes in those states where 
direct primaries rather than 
caucuses took place. While Paul proved 
that he was not the candidate 
Buchanan was in 1992 and 1996, he 
tapped a greater level of enthusiasm 
among young white people. White 
racist politics will remain an unseen 
undertow in American life. 

What has remained compelling long 
after the rise and fall of any particular 
far-right organisation or individual has 
been the vision of the United States as a 
country and Americans as a people that 
they have promoted. For some this is a 
“Christian nation’, in which the rights 
and privileges of Christians should be 
determinant. For others, the United 
States is either an all-white nation, from 
which non-Aryans should be removed, 


or a country in which the “white 
majority’ has complete and 
unquestioned hegemony. And there are 
those for whom “peoplehood” means 
very little, but the individual 
accumulation of wealth, property and 
power mean everything. One of the 
reasons that these various ideas have 
held so much sway in American life for 
the past 30 years has been the lack of a 
compelling alternative vision of 
“peoplehood” from the left and liberals. 

The left has been wary of promoting 
a vision of American-ness, justifiably 
concerned that it might override 
questions of class and race, and tie 
working people to warmongering, 
profiteering elites interested only in 
expanding free trade markets across the 
globe. The best that liberals could 
muster was the notion that the United 
States was a nation state based upon a 
common “creed”, and then they would 
bloodlessly recite the relevant sections 
from the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution. 


Barack Obama and the politics 
of race 

After Barack Obama declared his 
candidacy, “race” became the subtext of 
the presidential campaign. At first, 
questions about Obama focused on 
whether he was “black” enough. The son 
of a father from Kenya and a 
Midwestern white mother, he grew up 
in Indonesia and Hawaii, far away from 
the black voters of South Chicago and 
South Carolina. Conversely, there were 
questions about whether or not 
significant numbers of white people 
would support him. But those types of 
questions have evaporated as Obama 
electrified voters and won primaries and 
caucuses in overwhelmingly white 
states such as Iowa, and states with 
significant numbers of black people 
voting in the Democratic primaries, 
such as Mississippi. 

There were multiple sources for 
Obama's strength. He _ repeatedly 
promised “change” to a sector of the 
electorate eager to embrace something 
new and different. Having spoken out 
against Bush’s Iraq war resolution, he 
captured a slice of those voters 
most opposed to the war. Political 
“independents” liked his call for an end 
to partisanship. Obama said he did 
not see Democratic blue states and 
Republican red states, but the United 
States of America. Liberals, on the 
other hand, worried that Obama might 
be too conciliatory to the Republicans, 
and not fight back hard enough. 

Critics on the anti-racist left also 
worried publicly about Obama's 
seemingly “post-racial politics”, meaning 
his attempt to navigate his campaign 


through the early primary states without 
a direct confrontation with racially 
charged issues. The discussion of race 
moved to the front, however, after news 
reports of seemingly “anti-American” 
remarks made in the past by his pastor, 
the Rev Jeremiah Wright, began to tar 
Obama for his connection to an “angry 
black man’. 

In a major speech on 18 March, 
Obama spoke about his relationship 
with Reverend Wright. But he did much 
more than that by touching the race 
wound in American life. He did so 
through a dissection of American 
national identity, the first flesh and 
blood conversation about American 
“peoplehood” by someone prominent 
and not on the far right of the political 
spectrum. He explained how the 
“original sin’ of slavery was embedded in 
the United States’ founding document, 
the Constitution. Instead of the usual 
bloodlessness of liberal convention, he 
described (albeit briefly) the decades of 
agitation by abolitionists and the civil 
war necessary to free the slaves, and how 
that freedom too was part of the 
Constitution. The American people — 
white racists, black militants, brown 
people and yellow people — all played a 
large role in his narrative. The direction 
he pointed to continually, towards a 
more perfect union, again echoed 
with the language of the Constitution. 
Sin and redemption, he seemed to be 
saying, were both part of the national life 
of the American people. 

No doubt, Reverend Wright will keep 
reappearing in the news and political 
ads, particularly if Obama does win the 
Democratic nomination. But the 
response to his speech included news 
that university professors and Sunday 
morning preachers were using it as a 
teaching moment. For a brief second 
the United States almost began to have 
the type of full-fledged conversation 
about race and nation that it desperately 
needs. That moment too seems to have 
faded. Instead of an elevated discourse, 
blogs are filled with the usual quick 
snipes and nastiness, that is, a 
presidential campaign as usual. 


The campaign calculus 

As a counter-point to the Democratic 
Party candidates, the putative 
Republican nominee, John McCain, 
could fairly be described as washed out. 
Aged 72, he promises nothing but more 
of the same. He has already said he will 
keep American troops in Iraq for 
the next hundred years if necessary. 


When faced with a worsening economy, 
with severe downturns in both jobs and 
housing, he tends to worry first about 
whether or not the federal government 
should do any more than give tax breaks 
to the rich. But Americans hate this war 
and they fear that the economy is only 
going to get worse. 

Already the discussion is starting to 
turn towards mending some of the 
torn spots in the social safety net. 
At the same time, McCain’s reputation 
as an independent Republican willing 
to buck the Bush Administration has 
won him) few’ friends in ‘the 
conservative base of his party and he 
will need their votes next November if 
he hopes to win. 

Several “third party” efforts are now 
gearing up. Ralph Nader is once again 
planning a one-man stand. Former 
Georgia Congresswoman Cynthia 
McKinney, not afraid of being known 
as an angry black woman, is courting 
the Green Party’s nomination this year. 
Former Georgia Congressman Bob 
Barr, known for his support of white 
vigilantism, may seek the Libertarian 
Party nomination. And . the 
Constitution Party, a far-right 
concoction of anti-immigrant and 
anti-abortion activists, will have 
selected its candidate by 1 May. 
This might have been a year for some 
measurable third party success. 
But they lack the ballot access in the 
states and the millions of dollars 
needed to compete in the presidential 
race. They are starting their campaigns 
with too little and too late. 

Nothing has stood still. A year ago, 
Clinton, with her finely tuned 
money-machine and backing from 
the Bill Clinton mafia, was the odds- 
on favourite. Now Obama is 
considered the leading candidate. 
He has inspired legions of young 
people to work for him as volunteers. 
His campaign has registered an 
untold number of new voters, in a 
serious attempt to change the 
composition of the voting electorate. 
And his record-breaking fundraising 
through the internet has placed him 
ahead of both Clinton and McCain. 

If Obama wins the Democratic Party 
nomination, and goes on to win the 
election in November, it does not mean 
that racism or white supremacy will go 
away, or that everyone will have health 
care and a decent job, or even that all the 
troops will be pulled out of Iraq. But the 
United States of America — original sin 
and all—willneverbethesame. ~~ 


To read more of Leonard Zeskind’s articles, visit: 
www.leonardzeskind.com 


International 


NPD leader under siege 


Christian Dornbusch reports for Der Rechte Rand and 


Antifa-Net in Hanover 


GERMANY’S BIGGEST nazi 
organisation, the National Democratic 
Party (NPD), is in crisis, its ambitious 
aims for 2008 in ruins. 

A key part of its grand plan was to 
win seats in at least one regional 
parliament in western Germany 
where, unlike in the east German 
regions of Saxony and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, it is not represented. 
But in regional elections at the end of 
January, the NPD polled a mere 1.5% 
in Niedersachsen and 0.9% in Hessen. 

The party fared no better in the local 
elections in Bavaria in March, failing to 
win a single town hall seat. Only three 
party activists, who ran as candidates 
not for the NPD but for an anti- 
immigrant umbrella outfit called 
Burgerinitiative-Auslanderstopp, 
gained seats, two in Nuremberg and 
one in Munich. 

After the latest elections, the media 
and the democratic parties declared the 
NPD to be in decline with no chance in 
western Germany. And militant nazis 
from the ranks of the so-called 
Autonomous Nationalists have reacted 
to the NPD’s miserable results with 
malicious satisfaction. To them, the 
NPD is a “bourgeois” party with no 
“revolutionary” aspects or ambitions. 

In the days after the regional 
elections, the NPD’s _ leaders 
maintained a discreet, if embarrassed, 
silence. Only Andreas Molau, its front 
runner in Niedersachsen, conceded 
defeat, writing on the NPD’s regional 
website that the party has the 
potential to win 11% of the vote but 
was failing to mobilise its supporters. 
Molau also moaned that the media 
had campaigned against his party, 
that its posters had been ripped down 
and that in Niedersachsen the Interior 
Minister had taken part in the battle 
against the NPD. 

Setbacks at the ballot box are not 
the NPD’s only problems. The party is 
in trouble over the myriad of dodgy 
practices used to fill its coffers. It has 
already had to repay the €870,000 
(£680,000) it had overclaimed from 
the federal state for election expenses 
and there has been wide media 


coverage about the €600,000 
embezzled from the party's funds by 
its national treasurer, Erwin Kemna, to 
finance his own business projects. 

Kemna has still not been dismissed 
from his post or expelled from the 
party, prompting speculation that he 
“knows where the bodies are buried” 
and he would be in a position to “out” 
a number of party donors who would 
much prefer their beneficence to 
remain a closely guarded secret. 
Despite its propensity for shady 
financial practices, the NPD will still 
pocket as much as €1.3 million of the 
federal state funding to which it is 
entitled its as a registered party. 

Problems abound above all at 
the top of the party, where the 
atmosphere is acrid. Udo Voigt, 
the party leader, is facing prosecution 
for inciting racial hatred and criticism 
from within the ranks about the 
party's relations with the Autonomous 
Nationalists, its pasting in the 
elections and the Kemna affair. 

Udo Pastors, head of the 
parliamentary party in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, has been touted in the 
media as a potential leadership 
challenger to Voigt at the party 
conference in May but has denied 
the story, so now the press is hyping 
up Molau. 

Discussion about the NPD has 
revived the debate about banning it. 
Politicians from the ruling Christian 
Democrats point out that nothing has 
changed since five years ago when the 
last legal proceedings to ban NPD 
collapsed. The problem is that there 
are still a lot of secret service agents 
and informers in the party and if they 
are revealed, information from inside 
will dry up. However, the opposition 
Social Democrats say that there is 
plenty of information and evidence 
that could be used as grounds to 
outlaw the NPD. 

Meanwhile, Sascha Wagner, vice- 
chairman of the NPD in Rheinland- 
Pfalz, has been imprisoned for four 
months for making a false statement 
to the police, by claiming to have 
information about a burglary that 


Andreas Molau, NPD Niedersachsen: 
complained about opposition from the media 


never happened. In Berlin, prosecutors 
have charged Voigt and two other 
NPD activists in connection with a 
football calendar the party published 
before the 2006 World Cup _ in 
Germany. The three are accused 
of discriminating against the black 
German star player Patrick 
Owomoyela, by writing alongside a 
shirt bearing his squad number: 
“White. Not only a colour of a football 
shirt. For a real NATIONAL team!” 

And in Aachen, police have 
launched an investigation into the 
activities of a local NPD chair- 
man after he and some of his fellow 
nazis attacked a demonstration 
against growing fascist strength in 
the area. ~ 


Nazis march 
against EU 


Rita Ruesch reports for 
Rosa Antifa Vienna (RAW) 
and Antifa-Net in Vienna 


AT THE BEGINNING of April, the 
Austrian parliament ratified the Lisbon 
Treaty, which will reform the way the 
European Union is run. In the period 
leading up to ratification, anti-EU 
protest spilled into the street. 

A unique de facto coalition of right- 
wing forces took shape to dominate the 
protests. With the backing of Austria’s 
biggest — and wildly right-wing — daily 
newspaper, the Kronen Zeitung, the 
protests reached their peak on 29 
March when 5,000 people marched in 
the centre of Vienna to “rescue Austria” 
as the official slogan put it. 

The protesters included not only the 
leaders of Austria’s two parliamentary 
extreme right-wing parties, the 
misnamed Freedom Party (FPO) and 
Jérg Haider's Alliance for Austria’s 
Future (BZO), but also some more 
“special” participants in the shape of 
more than a hundred organised 
hardcore nazis. 

The nazis’ presence was_ blatant. 
They carried banners demanding the 
release of Gerd Honsik, the notorious 


Hardcore nazis join an anti-EU protest in Vienna on 29 March 2008 


Austrian Holocaust denier, currently in 
prison, and constantly chanted “the 
national resistance is marching here”. 

The biggest of the nazi groups — now 
busily trying to form an “autonomous 
nationalist” movement — was led by 
Gottfried Kissel, former boss of the 
Volkstreue Ausserparlamentarische 
Opposition (VAPO), a position that 
earned him several years in prison in the 
1990s. By his side was another 
prominent figure in the Austrian nazi 
scene, Franz Radl Jr, also a former 
leading VAPO activist and, like Kiissel, 
no stranger to the courts. 

Also taking part was the Bund Freier 
Jugend, one of the more active nazi 
groups in recent years. Although some 
of its leading members are currently 
charged with Holocaust denial, they 
gathered behind a banner proclaiming 
“Family, Nation and Fatherland”. 

A few days later, on 4 April, a different 


demonstration presented almost the 
exact same picture when the Freedom 
Party organised its own protest, but still 
managed to lure a crowd of very 
conspicuous nazis, some of them 
sporting tattoos such as “Arier” (Aryan) 
or wearing clothes displaying the nazi 
code “88” (meaning Heil Hitler). 
They integrated themselves very well 
with the rest of the demonstrators, so 
well in fact that some national socialist 
black metal fans were even spotted 
carrying a Freedom Party flag. 

While the Austrian nazi movement is 
now gleefully _— celebrating _its 
participation in the anti-EU protests, its 
hosts are simply doing what they do best 
when exposed: ignoring the mountain of 
evidence proving that the nazis were in 
their garden. In other words, the 
Freedom Party issued a statement 
vehemently denying that any nazis had 
taken any part in the protests. ~= 


Outlawed Germans stage Belgian gig 


From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


AFTER THE TEMPORARY withdrawal of Blood and Honour 
Flanders. from the scene in February, it fell to the banned 
German branch of B&H to try its hand at running a hate rock 
concert in Belgium on 8 March. 
The venue of the gig, which was titled“No Surrender, perhaps 
a reference to B&H Germany's less than competent Flemish 
counterparts, was Hampteau, a tiny hamlet in a forested area of 
the Belgian province of Luxembourg. The choice of a such an 
isolated venue is most probably the result of the many 
problems that B&H has recently encountered in booking gigs in 
the Flemish region of Belgium, which have prompted B&H's 
Flemish branch to cancel all its planned activities for 2008. 
Only about 350 German and Dutch nazis bothered to 
make the trek to Hampteau, far below the 2,000 nazi 
boneheads who showed up from across Europe the last time 
the German branch of B&H staged a concert in Belgium. 
Like its Flemish counterpart, the German branch of the 
“bonehead international” has had to deal with numerous 


internal conflicts that were exacerbated last summer with the 
revelation that Sebastian Seemann, one of its top men, was a 
police informer. 

The Hampteau event was organised _ furtively. 
The boneheads received instructions to go to Hampteau via 
a secret spot along a road near the Belgian-Dutch border and 
were warned not to bring any cameras or mobile phones. 
Five bands were billed to perform in an inn called lAmitié: 
Razors Edge, Chingford Attack and No Remorse from the UK, 
the German hate rock band Oidoxie and a“surprise band’ 

Kevin Borsu, |'Amitié’s owner, expressed shock when he 
saw his customers. He later told the press that there had been 
nothing strange or suspicious about the man who booked 
the venue for what he had said would be a “private rock 
concert" The local police only learned of the concert minutes 
before the first band started to play and did not intervene, 
leaving the nazis to “occupy” the village until around 5.00 in 
the morning. 


Howa video clip held millions hostage 


By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


WHEN THE DUTCH far-right 
politician Geert Wilders (pictured) 
posted his long awaited controversial 
film Fitna (Strife) on the internet, he 
was probably not expecting such a calm 
reaction. 

The film includes graphic scenes of 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the USA, 
the Islamist bomb attacks in Madrid 
and London, a beheading, Islamist 
extremists holding placards saying “God 
bless Hitler” and “Freedom go to hell”, 
and calls from imams and Islamic 
leaders from the Middle East to destroy 
the West, Jews and enemies of Islam. 
It was posted on 27 March on the UK- 
based video-sharing site LiveLeak 
because no mainstream media would 
touch it. 

Wilders’s 17-minute propaganda blast, 
aired to dramatic background music, was 
seen by millions. It concluded with the 
strident message: “Muslims want you to 
give space to Islam, but Islam doesn't give 
space to you. The government tells you to 
respect Islam, but Islam doesn't have any 
respect for you. Islam wants ... the 
destruction of our Western civilisation. 
In 1945 Nazism was beaten in Europe. 
In 1989 Communism was beaten in 
Europe. Now Islamic ideology has to 
be defeated. Stop Islamisation. Defend 
our freedom.” 

In response, the Dutch police 
sealed off the government quarter in 
The Hague while ten nazis from 
National Socialist Action stood 
forlornly with a banner branding 
Wilders a “dirty zionist”. 

Generally, however, the atmosphere 
in the Netherlands stayed very calm, a 
disappointment to some journalists 
who ventured to potential “riot areas”, 
only to meet Muslims who felt 
insulted but were certainly not violent. 
The following day, the Friday sermons 
in mosques were about Fitna but even 
infamous Salafist imams called for 
calm and dignity and joked 
about the film. 

Although Fitna is a vicious 
propaganda film in the 


tradition of the tactics totalitarian 
regimes use to incite hatred towards 
minority groups, it was within Dutch law. 

Wilders’s aim, nevertheless, was to 
project extremist hatemongering in the 
Middle « East),,onto Dutch (or 
European) Muslims, but these worlds 
are further apart than he claims. 
The Netherlands is self-evidently not 
in the claws of political Islam nor is it 
“five minutes to midnight” as he wants 
Dutch people to believe. 

Within hours of Fitna being posted, a 
series of complaints forced Wilders to 
remove it. There were claims that he 
had misused an image of a Dutch- 
Moroccan rapper, whom he confused 
with Mohammed  Bouyeri, the 
murderer of the filmmaker Theo van 
Gogh. The Danish cartoonist Kurt 
Westergaard said he had not given 
permission for the use of his notorious 
cartoon of Mohammed with a bomb on 
his head and Wilders had used part of 
an interview with Van Gogh without 
permission. By 6 April it had been re- 
edited and was back. 

Internationally too official reaction 
was hostile but muted. In Jordan 
newspapers, radio stations and websites 


urged a boycott of Dutch products while 
in Indonesia several demonstrations 
took place at the Dutch embassy. 
The governments of Iran, Indonesia 
and Bangladesh merely issued 
statements condemning the film while 
the Malaysian government instituted a 
boycott of some Dutch products. 

Islamist extremists reacted with some 
glee. The al-Ekhlaas website, which 
often publishes al-Qaeda-statements, 
claimed Fitna showed “the honourable 
jihad, as carried out by al-Qaeda”, while 
the Taleban in Afghanistan declared 
that an attack on Dutch troops, in 
which one soldier lost both legs, was 
carried out in retaliation for the film. 

Westergaard drew a _ cartoon 
lampooning Wilders by depicting him 
with a bomb on his head and a note 
around his neck saying: “Watch out, 
freedom of speech”. 

A debate in the Dutch parliament the 
week after Fitna’s release culminated in 
furious exchanges, broadcast on 
television, between Wilders and Ernst 
Hirsch Ballin, the Minister of Justice, 
that centred on the minutes of a 
meeting between Hirsch Ballin and 
Wilders in November 2007, made 
public during the debate. 

The minutes purported to reveal 
that Wilders had planned to rip pages 
out of the Koran and burn them in the 
film but Wilders denied this, calling 
Hirsch Ballin a liar and tabling a 
motion demanding the government’s 
resignation. Only his own party 
backed the call. 

Their spat has supplanted the row 
about the film itself. Opinion polls show 
that most Dutch people think the 
government is lying about the minutes 
and that Wilders is right. 

Wilders is happy to leave it at that, 
giving the government the headache of 
restoring public confidence and 
considering whether they handled 
the supposed crisis that has 
surrounded Wilders’s film 
since November 2007 in the 
best way. ~= 


The Fitna affair: 


AT THE END of November 2007, a small notice in the 
Netherlands’ biggest newspaper, De Telegraaf, reported 
that Geert Wilders, the front man for the right-wing 
Freedom Party, was making a short film about the Koran 
with the title Fitna (Strife). Within days, the notice had 
sparked off a frenzied international media circus and a 
strong political offensive by the Dutch authorities. 

Three months earlier, Wilders had raged against the 
Koran in a newspaper article, comparing it with Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf and calling for it to be banned. With the 
planned short film, Wilders was consciously upping the 
stakes, saying he wanted to show that the Koran is not 
just some dusty old book but “an inspiration for 
intolerance, murder and terror”. 

Reaction to Wilders’s self-publicity antics went far 
beyond the borders of the Netherlands. In a speech to the 
European parliament the Great Mufti of Syria, Ahmad 
Badr El Din El Hassoun, luridly predicted that Fitna would 
ignite riots, violence and bloodshed. 

And an Iranian parliamentarian warned the Dutch 
government that if it did not stop Fitna, there would be 
“consequences” for relations between Iran and the 
Netherlands. The FBI and the Department of Homeland 
Security in the USA took an interest and Dutch embassies 
in the Middle East and Asia made plans to evacuate 
Dutch citizens. 

In an attempt to avoid the kind of protests that 
occurred in 2005 after the publication of anti-Muslim 
cartoons in Danish newspapers, the Dutch government 
issued a letter to mayors warning about “cultural tension 
and violence” that might occur after the release of 
Wilders’s film. Police and fire departments were told to 
prepare for “days of rioting” and to consider calling in the 
army. It was hardly a surprise when Jan-Peter Balkenende, 
the Prime Minister, started speaking about the “crisis” his 
government was helping to create. 

When Balkenende blamed Wilders for unrest, Wilders 
retorted by calling Balkenende “a professional coward” 
who would “sell the Netherlands to the devil”. 

Wilders also starting using the term dhimmi for those 
who call for unity and tolerance. A dhimmi is historically a 
protected non-Muslim subject of a state governed by 
sharia law, but today’s nazis use it pejoratively for non- 
Muslims in the West who supposedly bow down to Islam. 
Other critics, he said could “go and stuff themselves” or 
were “utterly crazy”. 

Dutch companies expressed concern about the safety 
of their personnel in Muslim countries and called on 
the government to emphasise internationally the 
Netherlands’ respect for religion. At the end of February, 
Ernst Hirsch Ballin, the Minister of Justice, and Maxime 
Verhagen, the Foreign Minister, tried to persuade 
Wilders not to release the film, warning him of possible 
“economic consequences for the Netherlands” and even 
prosecution. Wilders called the conversation “an hour of 
pure provocation”. 

Dutch Muslims reacted calmly to the as yet unseen film. 
Pre-emptive films responding to Fitna appeared on the 
internet and imams called on congregations not to be 
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provoked, “because Wilders will win then’. 

Wilders finally agreed to show it, a day before its 
internet release, to Tjibbe Joustra, the national 
coordinator for Anti-Terrorism, but by then Joustra had 
upped the terror threat level, which since June 2007 had 
been “limited” to “substantial”. 

By the middle of March, the hysteria was reaching its 
zenith, prompting the Foreign Ministry to issue advice to 
Dutch people travelling to Islamic countries and warning 
them to be alert and not attract attention. The Ministry 
also called the ambassadors of Islamic countries to a 
meeting to discuss the safety of Dutch expatriates. 

The government, it appeared, had lost no time in 
internationalising its anxiety about the film and enlisted 
the backing of Nicolas Sarkozy, the President of France, 
who pledged his support to the Dutch government 
should any international problems occur. 

The European Commission warned EU member states 
about Wilders's film and Bert Koenders, the Dutch 
minister in charge of development aid, urged the 
chairman of the African Union to take steps to avoid civil 
unrest in Africa after the film’s release. Even Nato’s Dutch 
General-Secretary, Jaap de Hoop-Scheffer, was drawn in 
to voice his worries over the consequences for the 1,650 
Dutch soldiers in Afghanistan. 

Wilders must have been enjoying the pantomime 
immensely because when he was offered the chance to 
show the film in the parliament building or the 
Nieuwspoort international press centre in The Hague, he 
adamantly rejected the offers. 

All that fits in well with Wilders’s wish to portray himself 
as an “outsider” who is not part of the political world. 
According to Wilders, Fitna would be the “final warning to 
the West against Islam’, though, he claims, “the struggle 
for our freedom” has only just begun. 

“We are lucky a lot of Muslims don’t know much about 
Islam, because they don’t speak Arabic,’ the Freedom 
Party leader said, because “that gives us time to take the 
necessary measures’, by which he means an end to 
immigration from Muslim countries, a ban on the Koran 
and the closure of all mosques and Islamic schools in the 
Netherlands. ~= 


Nazis flee key protest 


From Mikael Ekman report from Stockholm for EXPO and Antifa-Net 


AROUND 40 NAZIS belonging to the 
Swedish Resistance Movement (SMR) 
were forced to flee angry crowds in 
Nyképing in March. 

The decision to make a quick getaway 
from Nyk6ping’s main square was the 
result of a campaign started by local 
residents in spring to rid the town of 
nazis and the bad image they bring. 
Anger in the town, which lies south of 
Stockholm and has 50,000 residents, 
has risen steadily as it has become a 
propaganda playground for Swedish 
nazi groups over the past year. 

Nazi activities take place in the town 
centre almost every Saturday, including 
leafleting and open-air meetings. 
While Nyképing’s home-grown nazis, 
the so-called Free Nationalists, have 
been the driving force, there has also 


been a sharp rise in the level of public 
activity and involvement by other 
hardcore nazi outfits, including the 
National Socialist Front and the SMR. 

Several of the nazis’ appearances have 
been marked by violence towards 
immigrants and anti-fascists. By the 
end of winter residents had had enough 
of the nazis’ antics and started protest 
gatherings every Saturday on the same 
square that the nazis use. 

The anti-fascist | demonstrations 
have become known as “key demon- 
strations” because protesters jangle 
their keys to show symbolically that 
they are sufficient in number to drown 
out the nazis. 

On 15 March, about 40 SMR 
activists turned up with banners and 
chanting slogans to spread their hate 


propaganda. The SMR is the most 
militant nazi group in Sweden and its 
activists, many of whom _ have 
convictions for serious violence, have 
a formidable reputation to defend. 
That did not stop the key demon- 
strators from demoralising them with 
well targeted expressions of derision, 
especially after the nazis found 
themselves unable to kick their way 
through the massed ranks of protesters 
pushing them out of the square. 
Indeed, it took just 30 minutes before 
the police had to intervene to escort 
the nazis away to the loud jeers of the 
assembled townspeople. 

Residents have pledged to continue 
the demonstrations, which have 
attracted up to 500 people, until the 
nazis go away and stay away. ~= 


'TALY Fascist leader boasts 100,000 
‘sentries for the people’ 


By Alfio Bernabei 


THE MAJORITY OF Italians have 
agreed with Silvio Berlusconi: fascists 
and racists are good company. This is 
the inescapable conclusion from the 
results of last month’s general 
election. More than 17 million people 
(46.8% of those who went to the polls) 
voted to have Berlusconi back for the 
third time as Prime Minister. To say 
that voters were in a state of denial 
doesn’t wash. Berlusconi must be 
judged by the company he seeks. 

In 1994 he picked as allies 
Gianfranco Fini, leader of the 
neofascist MSI, and Umberto Bossi, 
leader of the racist and xenophobic 
Northern League. He told the 
electorate: now vote for us. They did 
and Berlusconi became Prime Minister 
for the first time. A daring exploit 
not to be repeated for fear of a 
popular revolt? Not at all. In 2001, with 
the same team, he became PM a 
second time. 

As he approached last month’s 
general election he went a step 
further and asked Alessandra 
Mussolini to join his party. He wanted 
by his side the granddaughter of Adolf 
Hitler’s ally. She obliged, of course. 
Then in the middle of the election 
campaign, in a move that might have 
been suicidal in any other European 
democracy, he asked a well known 
self-confessed _ fascist, | Giuseppe 
Ciarrapico, to join his team as a 
candidate for the Senate. Ciarrapico 
was ecstatic. What an opportunity for 
more fascist nationwide propaganda! 
He is now a Senator. Fini, by the way, 
has become the President of the 
Lower Chamber. 

So, no one can say Italians are in a 
state of denial about what's 
happening. They are rather in a state 
of acceptance. They were told in large 
letters that in voting for Berlusconi 
they were putting a seal of approval 
on a plan he first set out to achieve in 
1994: the legitimisation of fascism and 
the progressive erosion of antifascist 
culture. Clear as day. While it is 
possible for some Italians to give the 
benefit of the doubt to some of 
Berlusconi's activities - say, over his 
membership (number 1816) of the 


illegal P2 Masonic Lodge that was 
trying to subvert the state, or over 
accusations of financial corruption 
and links with the Mafia, not to 
mention the string of self serving 
legislation in previous governments to 
protect his interests — the truth is that 
on the fascist front he has played his 
cards openly for all to see. 

The 37% of Italians who voted for the 
Centre-Left team, Partito Democratico 
(PD), know the dangers. But they are 
hampered by an ineffectual leadership 
that puts style over substance and is 
responsible for an inability to confront 
the threat posed by Berlusconi's 
corrosive strategy resulting in the 
weakening of those antifascist 
principles which have been at the core 
of the Italian Constitution since the 
Second World War. The PD leader, 
Walter Veltroni, is the former Mayor of 
Rome who, in a typical example 
of political myopia, used to light up the 
Coliseum at night to criticise the death 
penalty in the United States — but not 
to condemn attacks by neofascists and 
racists on his home ground. On one 
occasion he even agreed to share a 
platform with Roberto Fiore, the leader 
of Forza Nuova (FN). He did it in the 
name of social harmony, no doubt. 
But while the Centre-Left is losing its 
activists, Fiore has collected 100,000 
potential “sentries”. 

This figure has emerged as a result 
of the elections in which FN took part 
for the first time on its own, 
competing for the far-right vote with 
the newly created La Destra (the 
Right). The leaders of FN and La Destra 
both knew that many of their 
supporters, wanting their vote to 
count, would turn to Berlusconi's team 
to ensure his victory. But Fiore in 
particular decided to take part 
anyway, and use the election as a 
propaganda tool to enable FN activists 
to get better known. He can afford it. 
As he said in an interview: “I am 
a multimillionaire and the head of a 
multinational”. 

A detailed map of supporters of FN 
and La Destra has thus emerged. 
FN obtained 108,837 votes (0.3%), 
La Destra 885,229 (2.4%). (The other 


fascist party, Fiamma _ Tricolore, 
campaigned together with La Destra.) 
So the grand total of this group of 
“black shirts” is about one million. 
The Italian media in general have paid 
no attention to this. They have lost 
their focus. One could say that 
newspapers are too busy fanning 
racism by choosing to highlight crimes 
involving foreigners and have little 
time to look into the cause and effect 
of what is really happening. Even the 
success of the Northern League (8.3%) 
has come as a_ big surprise. 
Ask whether the wild praise most of 
the media lavished on the bestseller 
writings of the racist and islamophobic 
author Oriana Fallaci may have 
contributed to that result (she is 
treated as a Saint by the League, and 
the Vatican) and you would get blank 
stares or flat denials. 

The separatist Northern League may 
yet prove a difficult ally for Berlusconi. 
At the end of April, Bossi announced 
that he has an army of 300,000 with 
“smoking rifles” ready to march on 
Rome and declare independence. 

In the meantime local elections have 
also taken place and brought more 
surprises. The Romans have elected as 
mayor a former fascist street fighter 
who still wears round his neck a chain 
with the Celtic cross, widely used as a 
fascist symbol. 

Returning to Fiore, in terms of seats 
he had to content himself with half a 
dozen of his members being elected 
councillors in small places of no 
significance, but was quick to claim a 
consolation price, with some cause: 
“The Italians’, he said, “have chosen 
Berlusconi and the Northern League 
on the basis of the same values 
promulgated by FN since 1997" 
He continued: “Now our role shall be 
that of sentries for the people” 
Fiore hopes to become an MEP next 
year. “| have drawn up a programme of 
initiatives for when | get there, 


including protests to prevent Turkey 
from entering the European Union 
and demands for a complete stop to 
immigration”. An MEP with sentries at 
home? Don’t ask the Italian media, 
they wouldn't care anyway. ~al 


International 


Election failure leaves FN demoralised 


Taz reports from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net 


THE FRONT NATIONAL suffered a 
body blow in this year’s local elections 
held in two rounds on 9 and 16 March, 
polling miserable results with a greatly 
reduced number of candidates. 

Local elections have not been the 
FN’s favourite for a long time, as Jean- 
Marie Le Pen, the party’s veteran leader, 
kept repeating during the campaign in 
an attempt to prepare his followers for 
bad results. 

This year was particularly critical, 
reflecting the FN’s current difficulties. 
It was able to present candidates in only 
85 towns of more than 3,500 
inhabitants, compared to 150 in 2001. 
The lists were cobbled together in haste 
and with difficulty, and the party’s 
financial situation still borders on 
catastrophic. The FN has debts of than 
€9 million (47 million) following its 
crushing defeat in the 2007 presidential 
election. The successes of 1995, when 
the party conquered town halls in 
Toulon, Orange and Marignane, now 
seem like a bygone age to the FN’s 
increasingly dispirited activists. 

This year’s results can only increase 
the demoralisation. In the first round, 
the FN took 0.93% of the vote 
compared to 1.98% in 2001. In only 13 
municipalities (compared to 41 in 2001 
and 103 in 1995) could the FN proceed 
to the second round and even then it 
never looked like winning. 

The elections also highlighted the 
prolonged death agony of Bruno 
Mégret’s Mouvement National 
Républicain (MNR). It polled 1.60% in 
2001, but was largely absent this year, 
fielding only seven lists in the whole of 
France. All fared miserably. 

The financial plight of the MNR was 
undoubtedly a key factor. Repeated 
electoral failures have left donors 
scalded. It was also clear that many of 
the MNR’s remaining activists have lost 
their belief in the party, something that 
is unlikely to change. 

Another interesting contest occurred 
in Nice where the FN’s much smaller 
fascist rivals, the Identitaires, had 
achieved relative success in last year’s 
cantonal elections. Because it was 


difficult for them to stand alone, they 
sought a local alliance with the FN, 


which at the time was engaged in 
negotiations with Jacques Peyrat, the 
city’s outgoing mayor and a former FN 
member. Peyrat’s future was looking 
uncertain against a challenge from 


Christian Estosi, a supporter of 
president Nicholas Sarkozy. 

Finding that door shut, the 
Identitaires turned to the MNR and 
secured an agreement, followed by a 
rapid rapprochement with the local FN 
after its negotiations with Peyrat 
collapsed. The Identitaires then started 
boasting that their NISSA list 
represented “unity”. 

That was only until the FN’s national 
leadership heard about it and launched 
its own list. The “unity alliance” in 
tatters, the two camps fought each other 
bitterly throughout the campaign. 

Indeed the campaign was livened up 
considerably by the feud between 
Philippe Vardon of the Identitaires and 
the FN’s lead candidate, who at one stage 
marched into Vardon's office to wave a 
handgun at him. In retaliation, members 
of the Identitaires’ youth outfit were sent 
on a punitive mission to the FN’s local 
office armed with baseball bats. 

In the election the FN polled 4.16% 
and NISSA 3.03%. The election 
demonstrated the extent of the rupture 
between the FN and the Identitaires, 
confirming what anti-fascist observers 
have noted for a long time. 


Before the candidates’ lists were 
announced, the Identitaires’ leaders did 
not dare risk a direct challenge to the 
FN in Nice, a city of great symbolic 
importance for the far right. Instead 
they concentrated on creating obstacles 
to prevent the FN fielding candidates. 
Unfortunately, for the Identitaires, they 
left their political fingerprints all over 
the place and can expect retaliation 
from the FN in the coming months. 

Despite this, the Identitaires’ results 
in Nice were a partial success. Although 
they did not reach 5% and lagged 
behind the FN, they have managed to 
cast their anchor in the city. 

This contrasts with the Identitaires’ 
results in Dreux and in Alsace. Alsace 
d’Abord polled pitifully, particularly in 
Strasbourg, where its leader, Robert 
Spieler, got only 2.16%. The group 
has existed under various names for 
almost 20 years with negligible support. 
In Dreux, Laurent Leclercq performed 
slightly better with 4.3%, but his vote 
was ridiculously low compared with the 
FN’s results there since 1983. 

Although the Identitaires might have 
done slightly better without the 
competition from the FN, their poor 
results in places such as Dreux and 
Strasbourg are more attributable to 
their general lack of coherent politics 
and their constant harping on about 
“identity”. ~a 


A Get Up for 
Standing Up 


30 years ago The Clash, Misty, TRB and Steel Pulse inspired a generation to stand up for 
Rock Against Racism. Three decades on our redesign of the original RAR logo is for those new 


and old to the militant entertainment mix needed more than ever if we are to stop the BNP. 


100% cotton. Available from www.philosophyfootball.com 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 


Join the growing movement for 


All across Britain people are signing up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 


Over 3,000 people have already done so but we need more if we are to 
build a movement that can defeat the BNP in the European elections. 


We need local organisers, activists and people who can work 
behind the scenes. Whatever your abilities, whatever your 
time commitments, there is something for you to do. 


The HOPE not hate campaign will hold a national 
organising school in autumn, but between now and then 
we want to build an alliance of organisations and 

individuals that can spread our message of HOPE. 


So if you want to help stop the BNP from winning MEPs, 
which would give the party far more influence and 
money than its London Assembly seat ever will, then 
please do sign up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 
You will be in good company. 
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www.hopenothate.org.uk 


| want to volunteer for the HOPE not hate campaign 
| would like to help set up a local HOPE not hate group in my area 
| would be interested in attending the HOPE not hate organising school 


| would like to affiliate my union/community group/local political party 
to the HOPE not hate campaign 
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